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"Україна? 
Rocks! 


Musicians hold event to 
promote Ukrainian language 


U.S., Ukraine sign 
market protocol 


Agreement a major step towards 
Ukraine’s accession to WTO 


(RFE/RL/USINFO)— Ukrainian Economy 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and U.S. Trade 
Representative Rob Portman signed a proto- 
col on mutual access to commodity and ser- 
vices markets in Washington on March 6, 
Ukrainian media reported. 

“Ukraine’s commitment to broad-based ге- 
form and economic liberalization will provide 
a welcoming environment for investment, 
both foreign and domestic. The agreement 
also demonstrates Ukraine’s commitment to 
the international trading system,” said Am- 
bassador Portman. 

“U.S. support for Ukraine’s accession to the 
WTO goes back more than a decade, and we 
are pleased to have reached this agreement. 
Trade Minister Yatsenyuk and his team have 
worked tirelessly this last year. We will be 
working with Ukraine and other WTO mem- 
bers in Geneva on the remaining multilateral 
issues to finalize Ukraine’s terms of acces- 
sion to the WTO,” Portman added. 

Portman also urged U.S. lawmakers to 
quickly remove the Cold War-era Jackson- 
Vanik amendment, which must be repealed 
for the accord to take effect. The amendment, 
which links U.S. trade benefits to the emigra- 
tion and human rights policies of communist 
or formerly communist countries, continues 
to govern U.S. trade with Ukraine and Rus- 
sia. 

The signing is seen as a major stage on 
Ukraine’s path toward joining the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

“This is a decisive victory,” President Viktor 
Yushchenko said, welcoming the signing of 
the document in a television interview the 
same day. 

According to Yushchenko, Ukraine’s acces- 
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sion to the WTO will help the country in the 
short term increase its trade turnover by 10 
percent and its gross domestic product by 1.5 
percent-1.9 percent. 

Under the new trade deal with the United 
States, Ukraine has agreed to phase out tar- 
iffs on computers, semiconductors, апа air- 
craft products, and to substantially reduce or 
eliminate tariffs on chemicals. 

The U. S. and Ukraine concluded bilateral 
negotiations on the agreement March 1. 

The World Trade Organization is the only 
global international organization dealing with 
the rules of trade between nations, according 
to the WTO Web site. As of late December 
2005, some 149 nations were members. At 
the organization’s heart are WTO agreements 
negotiated and signed by the bulk of the 
world’s trading nations and ratified in their 
legislatures. The goal is to allow producers 
of goods and services — as well as importers 
and exporters — to conduct cross-border busi- 
ness. 

Ukraine has been negotiating its terms for 
joining the WTO since 1994, when the Ukrai- 
nian government first started talks with 
WTO’s predecessor, the General Agreement 
on Tariff and Trade (GATT). 

Ukraine still is negotiating bilateral mar- 
ket-access agreements with eight other coun- 
tries, Portman’s office said. To complete its 
accession bid, Ukraine must complete those 
bilateral negotiations as well as multilateral 
negotiations for a package of WTO documents 
known as the Working Party Report and the 
Protocol of Accession. 

Ukraine’s government is also still in the 
process of enacting legislation that would 
enable it to implement WTO provisions after 
it becomes a WTO member. 


Pynzenyk wants 
gas deal scrapped 


(RFE/RL/UktNews)— Finance Minister 
Viktor Pynzenyk, who is on leave to campaign 
for the March 26 parliamentary elections, said 
on Feb. 28 in an online news conference that 
Kyiv should back out of a deal increasing the 
price of imported gas in 2006 to US$95 per 
1,000 cubic meters and restart talks on the 
issue with Russia, Reuters reported. 

“The country must go back to the starting 
point. We have all the objective conditions to 
achieve a proper balance of interests between 
Ukraine and Russia,” Pynzenyk said. 

“Russia has the gas, but doesn’t have the 
pipelines. We have the gas transport system 
without which it’s impossible to export gas 
to Europe. That gives us the opportunity to 
defend our interests in our talks on gas,” he 
added. 

Pynzenyk’s Reform and Order Party is run- 
ning for the parliamentary elections in a bloc 
with the youth organization Pora. 

According to most surveys, the bloc is just 
around the 3-percent voting threshold quali- 
fying for parliamentary representation. 
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Carpathian tower 


Members of Saskatoon’s Pavlychenko Dancers create a tower during their performance of a 
Hutsul number at a fundraiser held for the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of TarasShevchen- 
Ко in Saskatoon, Feb. 10. For more about this event, see Page 8 of this issue. 


Україна чекає від США ще 
одну добру новину 1 Буша 


(Українська правда) Міністр закордон- 
них справ Борис Тарасюк сподівається на 
скасування США в найближчий час 
поправки Джексона-Венніка. 

"Питання скасування поправки Джексо- 
на-Веніка регулярно порушувалося під час 
двосторонніх зустрічей на всіх рівнях. 
Готовність сторін співпрацювати з метою 
скасування цього релікту минулих часів 
відображено у Спільній заяві президентів 
України та США від 4 квітня ц.р", - сказав 
Тарасюк в інтерв'ю "Інтерфакс-Україна", 7 
березня. 

Міністр нагадав, що18 листопада 2005 
сенат США проголосував за скасування 
поправки Джексона-Веніка. Для ocrarou— 
ного вирішення згаданого питання необ-- 
хідне аналогічне рішення Палати представ - 
ників, після чого закон має підписати 
президент США, зазначив Тарасюк. 

Він також відзначив, що напередодні 
візиту до Вашингтону направив відповідне 
звернення до членів Палати представників 
США. 

Американські конгресмени висловлю-- 
ють готовність підтримати резолюцію 
щодо відміни дії поправки Джексона- 
Венніка стосовно України. Сподіваюся, що 
в найближчі дні дане питання вирішиться 
позитивно", - додав Тарасюк. 


Міністр також повідомив, що планує 
зустріч з віце-президентом США Ричардом 
Чейні, в ході якої має намір передати 
послання президента Віктора Ющенка 
президентові США Бушу. 

За словами Тарасюка, у своєму листі 
Ющенко висловив вдячність Бушу "за 
послідовну підтримку реформаторських 
кроків керівництва української держави". 
"У послані також окреслені пріоритетні 
напрями українсько-американської взає- 
модії на найближчу перспективу, зокрема 
підтримка з боку США демократичних та 
економічних перетворень у нашій країні, 
реалізації курсу на євроатлантичну інтег- 
рацію", - додав Тарасюк. і 

Окрім цього міністр планує під час пере-- 
бування у Вашингтоні поновити запро-- 
шення Ющенка президентові США відві- 
дати Україну, а також обговорити практич-- 
ні питання організації його візиту. 

"Ми з оптимізмом дивимося на майбутнє 
українсько-американських відносин. Впев-- 
нений, що візит української делегації спри-- 
ятиме їх успішному розвиткові і стане 
додатковим поштовхом для реалізації тих 
цілей та завдань, які були окреслені прези- 
дентами України та США в Спільній декла-- 
рації, підписаній 4 квітня 2005 року", - 
зазначив Тарасюк. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
e counselling and advice 
e information, referral 
¢ translation and interpretation 
» assistance to seniors and new immigrants 


° parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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B Україні буде черговий 


касетний 


Руслан Дейниченко, Голос Америки 

Україна на порозі нового касетного скандалу. 
Міністр внутрішніх справ звинувачує колишнього 
керівника СБУ в несанкціонованому прослухову-- 
ванні телефонних розмов урядовців. За даними глави 
МВС, Генеральна прокуратура вже порушила за цим 
фактом кримінальну справу. Щоправда, відомство 
поки що не підтверджує цю інформацію. Натомість 
свої оцінки ситуації дають політики. 

Служба безпеки України незаконно підслухо- 
вувала телефонні розмови урядовців. Відбувалося 
це за часів керівництва відомством Олексанром Typ— 
чиновим. Про це міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій 
Луценко сказав в інтерв'ю тижневику «Дзеркало 
тижня». За його словами, Генпрокуратура порушила 
за цим фактом кримінальну справу і веде розслі- 
дування. Міністр має дані, що підслуховувалися його 
розмови а також інших урядовців - зокрема й 
міждержавні переговори з керівництвом Росії. 

В Генпрокуратурі поки що відмовляються спіл- 
куватися на цю тему. Заяву Луценка не підтвер- 
джують, але й не спростовують. Не кажуть, навіть, 
чи дійсно ведуть слідство в цій справі. Натомість 
політики охоче підхопили цю тему. 

Слова міністра внутрішніх справ підтвердили 


Голова місії ОБСЄ 


скандал? 


декілька впливових політиків з «Нашої України». 
Серед них колишні урядовці - Роман Зварич і Роман 
Безсмертний. Перший сказав, що знає про відкриття 
Генпрокуратурою кримінальної справи за фактом, 
але не має жодних подробиць. Колишній міністр 
юстиції нагадав, що закон передбачає суворе пока- 
рання за несанкціоноване прослуховування урядових 
телефонних розмов. Якщо СБУ дійсно цим 
займалося, то керівник відомства не міг про це не 
знати, додав Зварич. Він сказав, що домагатиметься 
визнання себе потерпілим в цій справі - тоді отримає 
доступ до матеріалів слідства. Роман Безсмертний 
додає, що на власні очі бачив розшифровки теле- 
фонних розмов урядовців. В «Нашій Україні» ка- 
жуть, що СБУ прослуховувало телефони колиш-- 
нього глави РНБО Петра Порошенка. 

В свою чергу колишній глава СБУ, анині керівник 
виборчого штабу Блоку Юлії Тимошенко Олександр 
Турчинов заперечує несанкціоновановане прослухо-- 
вування урядових телефонів. Слова Луценка він 
називає аморальними і порівняв головного міліціо-- 
Hepa з його попередниками - Кравченком та Білоко-- 
нем. Свою правоту Турчинов готовий доводити в 
очному двобої із Луценком в ефірі будь-якого теле-- 
каналу. А ще і готує проти нього судовий позов. 


задоволений ходом 


передвиборчої кампанії в Україні 


(Бог Ллп)- -Голова місії ОБЄЄ з спостереження 3a 
виборами в Україні Любомир Копай на зустрічі з 
Президентом України Віктором Ющенком 7 берез- 
ня позитивно оцінив хід передвиборчої кампанії. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба Президента України, 
під час зустрічі Ющенко і Копай обмінялися дум- 
ками про хід виборчої кампанії в Україні і процеси 
підготовки до проведення виборів 26 березня. 

Під час розмови Ющенко відзначив, що Україна 
високо цінує роботу, яку здійснює OBCE в Україні, 
зокрема, в спостереженні за демократичністю 
виборів. 

Надумку голови місії OBCE, передвиборча кампа- 
нія і агітація проходять в Україні в цілому спокійно, 
а результати моніторингу OBCE свідчать, що через 
ЗМІ глядачі і слухачі одержують широкий спектр 
інформації про учасників виборчого процесу. Він 
також відзначив, що всі учасники виборчого процесу 
мають нагоду донести свою позицію через ЗМІ. 

Голова місії ОБЄЄ також відзначив професійність 
i відвертість ЦВК, налагодження хорошої співпраці 
з нею, а також відзначив, що засідання Центрвибор- 
чкому проходять відкрито 1 за ними мають нагоду 
спостерігати представники ЗМІ i політичних партій. 

У той же час, Копай відзначив, що стурбованість 
викликає ситуація з формуванням дільничних комі- 
сій, проте сподівається, що це питання буде якомога 
скоріше вирішене. Голова місії ОБСЄ також під- 
креслив, що «позитивно вражений» активною робо- 
тою Громадської ради з питань забезпечення реалі- 
зації виборчих прав громадян України під час прове- 
дення виборів 2006 року, і особливо залученням до 
роботи в ній представників громадських організацій. 

Засловами Ющенка, найближчим часом очікуєть- 
ся перша доповідь Громадської ради. Президент 
також відзначив, що кілька днів тому відбулася 


зустріч з головами облдержадміністрацій за участю 
голови ЦВК Ярослава Давидовича, мета якої --«під- 
креслити відповідальність влади на місцях за підго- 
товку і проведення виборів». На сьогодні, відзначив 
Президент, найскладніші питання, стосовно прове- 
дення виборів, вирішені. Ющенко підкреслив, що 
вибори 26 березня будуть першими демократичними 
і чесними виборами, передає «УНІАН». 

Копай передав Президенту останній проміжний 
звіт місії ОБСЄ з попередніми висновками про 
вибори. 

У свою чергу Президент запропонував встановити 
оперативний контакт з представниками місії. 

Як відзначив Копай, сьогодні в Україні, зокрема, 
працюють 52 довгострокові міжнародні спостеріга- 
чі, 16 експертів місії ОБЄЄ ведуть свою роботу в 
Києві. За його словами, на вибори 26 березня також 
очікується прибуття групи короткострокових спос- 
терігачів. Цього, на його думку, достатньо для отри- 
мання об'єктивної оцінки виборів. «Ми працюємо 
неупереджено. Наш обов'язок полягає в наданні 
чесної об'єктивної картини виборів», - відзначив 
голова місії ОБСЄ. Копай відзначив, що «головний 
продукт роботи місії - рекомендації, які будуть 
представлені після виборів». Він також відзначив, 
що рекомендації, висловлені місією щодо минулих 
президентських виборів, були внесені в українське 
законодавство. 

Голова місії ОБЄЄ висловив упевненість, що вибо- 
ри 26 березня стануть важливим кроком для зміц- 
нення демократії в Україні. 

У зустрічі взяли участь міністр закордонних справ 
України Борис Тарасюк, керівник Головного управ- 
ління з питань зовнішньої політики Секретаріату 
Президента України Костянтин Тимошенко, голова 
ЦВК Ярослав Давидович. 


Піскун повернувся в Україну 

(Українська правда) Колишній генеральний прокурор Святослав 
Піскун повернувся 6 березня в Україну. 

Про це пише "Комерсант". 

Піскун повернувся о 8 годині ранку чартерним рейсом. 

Він повідомив виданню, що не має наміру звертатися до правових 
структур із проханням забезпечити його безпеку. 

"Правоохоронним органам нічого невідомо з приводу погроз на мою 
адресу, відповідні заяви зробили СБУ і ГПУ", - повідомив 
"Комерсантові" екс-генпрокурор. 

"Я не буду звертатися в силові структури з приводу особистої 
безпеки, тому що всі проблеми, які були, виявилися зняті", - відзначив 
він. Святослав Піскун відмовився назвати країну, у яку він відбув у 
середині лютого. 

"Загроза була реальною. Мені моя охорона порадила доти, поки не 

буде проведено розслідування, виїхати", - сказав Піскун і повідомив, 
що рішення повернутися було прийнято після того, як структура, яка 
забезпечує його охорону, провела розслідування. 
Останнє підтвердило, що інформація про небезпеку для екс- 
генпрокурора і членів його родини не підтвердилася. "Розмови про 
небезпеку були, але вони не підтвердилися, і тому я повернувся з 
родиною", - заявив екс-генпрокурор. 
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Ukraine steps in to close Europe’s biggest black hole 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)— 
Ukraine has finally begun cooper- 
ating with Moldova and the Euro- 
pean Union against rampant unlaw- 
ful trade across the Transdnistria 
sector of the Ukraine-Moldova bor- 
der. That 450-kilometer sector, 
Europe’s largest “black hole,” forms 
a major source of the secessionist 
authorities’ income and power as 
well as a gateway to illicit traffick- 
ing between the Black Sea region 
and EU territory. 

Kyiv’s move marks an unex- 
pected, full turnabout. On March 3, 
Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers an- 
nounced its political decision to 
start implementing the recent 
Ukraine-Moldova agreement, 
signed by Prime Ministers Yuriy 
Yekhanurovy and Vasile Tarlev, on 
introducing a legal trade regime on 
that border. Ukraine’s Customs Ser- 
vice Chairman Oleksandr Yehorov 
issued the relevant orders that same 
day. Both decisions in Kyiv cited 
EU requirements to Ukraine as well 
as the 2005 Ukraine-Moldova-EU 
Commission Memorandum on 
measures against illicit activities on 
that border. 

The Yekhanurov-Tarlev agree= 


ment stipulates that exports origi- 
nating in Transdnistria (to Ukraine 
or via Ukraine) can only enter 
Ukrainian territory if they carry 
Moldovan customs stamps and rel- 
evant documents; and that imports 
bound for Transdnistria (from or via 
Ukraine) can only enter Trans- 
dnistria through Moldovan customs 
checkpoints, which are situated on 
Moldovan-controlled territory. Fur- 
thermore, Transdnistria-based com- 
panies must register with Chisinau’s 
authorities and obtain Moldovan 
certification and licenses in order to 
conduct legal export-import opera- 
tions. Ukrainian authorities have 
now started applying those provi- 
sions to railway cargoes and long- 
vehicle road transport. 

For its part, Chisinau has simpli- 
fied the registration procedure and 
granted tax breaks and duty exemp- 
tions to Transdnistria-based compa- 
nies that register as Moldovan. Such 
companies are then entitled to all 
trading privileges that Moldova en- 
joys on international markets as a 
member of the World Trade Orga- 
nization and other trade groups. 
They also qualify for ail the tax 
breaks and other advantages that 
right-bank Moldovan companies 


Kyiv, Tiraspol reportedly agree to talks 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko and Igor Smirnoy, 
leader of Moldova’s breakaway region of Transdnistria, agreed in a tele- 
phone conversation on March 7 to set up commissions in both Kyiv and 
Tiraspol to study the recent situation on the Transdnistria stretch of the 
Ukrainian-Moldovan border, Interfax reported, quoting Smirnov. 

«І gathered from the conversation that the Ukrainian president has not 
been sufficiently informed by his subordinates about what is actually 
taking place. I explained [to him] that the 1997 memorandum [on prin- 
ciples in relations between Moldova and Transdnistria] is the basic docu- 
ment that gives Transdnistria the right to pursue foreign economic ac- 
tivities on its own,” Smirnov told journalists in Tiraspol on March 7. 
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enjoy under Moldovan law. 
Moldovan authorities had held a 
series of joint conferences with 
Transdnistria companies, Ukrainian 
authorities, and EU representatives 
from December through February, 
informing Transdnistria business in 
detail about Moldovan registration 
procedures and the introduction of 
Moldovan customs documents on 
that border sector. 

Presidents Viktor Yushchenko of 
Ukraine and Vladimir Voronin of 
Moldova conferred on this issue by 
telephone on March 4, 6, and 7, 
agreeing to have their presidential 
offices monitor the situation and 
exchange information about the 
situation on the border. Yekhanurov, 
Yehorov, and Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Volodymyr 
Khandohiy confirmed the decision 
and explained the background to it 
in public statements on Dec. 6, thus 
implicitly signaling the authorities’ 
consensus on this issue. 

However, Ukraine’s National Se- 
curity and Defense Council Secre- 
tary Anatoly Kinakh is sounding a 
somewhat discordant note. On 
March 6, Kinakh suggested that 
Ukraine, Moldova, Transdnistria, 
Russia, OSCE, and EU examine the 
situation collectively. The sugges- 
tion corresponds with Moscow and 


Tiraspol’s position seeking 
Tiraspol’s participation with block- 
ing rights in all decisions and claim- 
ing that Russia has interests on this 
border (1,000 kilometers distant 
from Russia). Russia has a big mili- 
tary base with about 1,500 troops 
stationed in TransDnistria, By con- 
trast, Chisinau and the EU — and, 
now, the Ukrainian president and 
cabinet — take the position that 
only Moldova, Ukraine, and the EU 
need make decisions on that border 
under international law. 

Kyiv had, over the years, resisted 
the introduction of law and order on 
that border. From time-to-time it 
signed agreements that were not to 
be honored. Even Yushchenko twice 
quashed agreements signed by the 
Ukrainian and Moldovan prime 
ministers on normalizing the trade 
regime on that border. The 
Yekhanuroy-Tarley agreement of 
December 30, 2005, was suspended 
on Jan. 25 by the Ukrainian presi- 
dent for never-clarified reasons. The 
factors behind the sudden turnabout 
are not fully clear, but among them 
is undoubtedly Washington and 
Brussels’ insistence that Ukraine fi- 
nally take this step. 

The EU’s High Representative 
for Common Foreign and Security 
Policy, Javier Solana, telephoned 
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Yushchenko to support the imple- 
mentation of the Dec. 30 Moldova- 
Ukraine agreement. Solana and his 
Special Representative, Adriaan 
Jacobovits de Szeged, are publicly 
encouraging Ukraine to carry the 
measures through and to cooperate 
with the EU’s recently deployed 
Border Assistance Mission 
(EUBAM) in this effort. They are 
urging Transdnistria economic en- 
tities to register in Chisinau, so as 
to “establish an orderly regime on 
the Ukraine-Moldova border, to 
which the EU attaches great impor- 
tance”; and are criticizing Tiraspol’s 
decisions to close the border and 
block the legal trade. A statement 
by the U.S. State Department wel- 
comes Ukraine’s decision to imple- 
ment the Dec. 30 agreement with 
Moldova “as an important step pro- 
moting border security and resolu- 
tion of the Transdnistria conflict” 
Whether Kyiv will stay this 
course beyond the March 26 legis- 
lative elections seems as uncertain 
as the composition of the post-elec- 
tion parliament, government, and 
presidential entourage. With 
EUBAM present on that border, 
however, any post-election govern- 
ment would find it difficult to back- 
track on the obligations assumed by 
this government. 
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Єва Поштар, Радіо Свобода 

4 березня в селі Павлокома, що біля Пе-- 
ремишля у Підкарпатському воєводстві 
Польщі, був відкритий пам'ятник на могилі 
майже 400 колишніх українських жителів 
цього села, які загинули у 1945 році від рук 
своїх сусідів-поляків. Цю подію поєднали 
зі вшануванням пам'яті автора музики 
гімну України Михайла Вербицького, мо-- 
гила якого також у цьому районі. 

Три привезені з України кам'яні хрести 
поставили на місці трьох спільних могил у 
Павлокомі. На хрестах були прізвища 
українців, які загинули у перші дні березня 
1945 року. Тоді майже 400 мирних жителів 
села стали жертвами загону польської Ap— 
мії Крайової в акції відплаті за дії Україн-- 
ської Повстанської Армії. 4 березня над 
їхніми могилами молилися українці й по- 
ляки. Панахиду правили перемишльсько- 
варшавський митрополит УГКЦ Іван Map— 
тиняк. Митрополит сказав радіо "Свобода" 
про моральний і християнський аспект 


Мороз звинуватив 
Тимошенко 


(Українська правда)- -Голова Соцпартії 
Олександр Мороз прогнозує, що амбіції 
Юлії Тимошенко можуть завадити 
створенню "помаранчевої" коаліції в 
майбутньому парламенті. 

"Я маю підозру, що помаранчеву 
коаліцію не вдасться створити, зокрема, 
через особисті позиції Юлії Тимошенко", - 
заявив Мороз у Хмельницькому. 

"Я не бачу у неї бажання до співпраці, як 
не було його і з самого початку", - додав 
Мороз, повідомляє прес-служба СПУ. 

Як відомо, напередодні натякнув на 
створення коаліції між Нашої Україною i 
Партією регіонів Віктор Ющенко. 


Низькі розцінки на міжнародні дзвінки 


торжества: 

"Над гробами не можуль бути слова не-- 
нависті, тільки слова прощення і молитви. 
Треба пам'ятати слова папи-поляка: треба 
засипати рови в дусі любові і прощення. Це 
наука для поляків і для українців". 

У події взяли участь представники 
львівської влади. До Павлокоми також 
запросили представників Підкарпатського 
воєводства, мерії Перемишля. Біля могил 
своїх колишніх сусідів в річницю трагедії 
молилися також теперішні жителі села 
Павлокома. 

Договір про відновлення польських MO— 
гил на Західній Україні та українських у 
східній Польщі підписали минулого року за 
участю львівської влади та польської Ради 
охорони пам'яті боротьби і мучеництва, 
після завершення конфлікту навколо 
Личаківського кладовища у Львові. 

Марія Туцька, голова перемишльського 
відділення Об'єднання українців у Польщі, 
говорить, що вшанування має символічне 
значення: 

"Думка на майбутнє для молодих поко-- 
лінь: щоб уміли шанувати своїх героїв, не 
забували про події, які відбулися на тій 
землі. Це є біль усієї нашої громади". 

Про складні розділи спільної історії Hara— 
дують меморіали на Личаківському цвин-- 
тарі у Львові, польські поховання на Во- 
лині. З польського боку державного кор- 
дону це меморіали воїнам отамана Симона 
Петлюри у м. Щипйорно біля Лодзя, у 


Варшаві, а також символічна могила у лісі 


в місті Явожно на Сілезії, де поховані ук- 
раїнські жертви концтабору, який кому-- 
ністи у 1947 р. заповнили українцями із 
Лемківщини, Надсяння, Холмщини. Вша- 
нування і відновлення цих історичних місць 
відбувалося не без політичного протисто-- 
яння, за участі найвищого керівництва обох 
держав. У Польщі процес примирення з ук-- 
раїнцями часто порівнюють із польсько-ні- 
мецьким визнанням провини і прощенням. 


Ми розмовляємо на українській мові! 
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Село Павлокома: черговий жест Укр аїнців закликають 
українсько-польського поєднання 


голосувати по совісті 


Оксана Лігостова, Голос Америки 

Прийти на вибори i проголосувати по со- 
вісті. До цього закликатимуть українці з 
Канади 1 США, які вирушать з передвибор- 
чим рейдом селами Кіровоградської об- 
ласті. Спільний інформаційно-просвіт- 
ницький проект здійснюють Міжнародна 
співдружність українських добровольців і 
Комітет виборців України. 

"Я маю голос!" Значки з таким написом 
вони даруватимуть мешканцям Гайворона 
і Знам'янки, Вільшанки і Бобринця, Ком- 
паніївки і Новомиргорода. Активісти Між- 
народної співдружності українських добро- 
вольців вирішили об'їхати перед виборами 
"слибинку" Кіровоградської області, щоб 
переконувати усіх, кого зустрінуть - попри 
можливі розчарування, треба йти на вибори 
і голосувати по совісті. 

Їх буде всього троє - юрист із Канади і 
США Лада Рослицька, канадський фотограф 
Віктор Глазко, український режисер Сергій 
Архипчук. Гроші на поїздку - на значки й 
буклети, на зарплату водію 1 ночівлю в 
райцентрах - збирали в Америці й Канаді з 
добровільних пожертв. Як каже керівник 
проекту Рослицька, що була спостерігачем 
на Кіровоградщині в минулі президентські 
вибори, в цю парламентську кампанію вона 
теж не змогла всидіти вдома: 

«Головна ідея прийшла від любові до 
України і до людей, щоб їх рухнути, пока-- 
зати, що вони самі є влада. Я думала - як 
краще це можна зробити, бо грошей ні в кого 
немає на це. І це є найкращий спосіб, що я 
придумала - ми будемо у мікроавтобусі їзди-- 
ти відсела до села, від райцентру до райцентру». 

Учасники проекту наголошують: вони не 
агітуватимуть за жодну з партій. Їх мета - 
нагадати людям у найглухіших селах, що BO— 
ни і є влада, і від їхнього вибору залежить 
майбутнє країни. Доводити це українські 
добровольці збираються методом "від супро-- 
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тивного" - роздаючи листівки "Моя хата 
скраю!?, "Продам голос!" та "За мене голо- 
сує телевізор!" 

Наці вибори в Україну приїде на порядок 
менше західних спостерігачів, ніж у минулу 
президентську кампанію. Як повідомили 
"Голосу Америки" в Київському бюро Ук- 
раїнського конгресового комітету Амери-- 
ки, очікується участь близько двохсот 3a— 
хідних спостерігачів — тоді як у 2004 році 
їх була рекордна кількість: 2654. Наразі 
вже зареєструвалися близько 150 добро- 
вольців - серед них представники США і 
Канади, Австрії 1 Німеччини, Грузії і Поль- 
щі. Про місію спостерігачів на цих виборах 
говорить директор Київського бюро 
УККА Вікторія Губська: 

«Спостерігачі будуть спостерігати за 
вільним, свідомим, демократичним вибо-- 
ром, це їхня основна місія, і також будуть 
спостерігати, щоб були не допущені фаль-- 
сифікації виборів. Оскільки є деякі інфор-- 
мації від Комітету виборців, що наші східні, 
південні, центральні області не убезпечені 
можливості того, що вибори можуть прой-- 
ти не зовсім демократично». 

За кілька днів спостерігачі від УККА 
роз'їдуться по регіонах з просвітницькими 
передвиборчими проектами. Вони стежи-- 
тимуть, чи немає порушень при веденні 10— 
літичної реклами і чи правильно складені 
списки виборців. А 26-го весь день працю - 
ватимуть на дільницях. При цьому діяль-- 
ність українських добровольців ніхто не 
фінансує, крім них самих, каже Губська: 

«Унікальність наших спостерігачів поля - 
гає в тому, що вони завжди, на всі вибори 
приїжджали за власні кошти. Вони готу-- 
ються заздалегідь до виборів, 1 всі витрати 
наші спостерігачі беруть на себе. Тобто це 
їхній приїзд в Україну, це їхнє перебування 
в регіонах, їхнє спостереження за виборами 
— це все їхній власний кошт, якби внесок у 
розвиток демократії в Україні», 
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Is Ukraine’s richest man also its future prime minister? 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—In mid-February, 40-year-old 
Rynat Akhmetov — one of Ukraine’s richest 
men by virtue of his 90-percent stake in the 
Donetsk-based System Capital Management 
Corporation (SCM) — was interviewed on 
his nationwide television station, TRK 
Ukrayina. 

The interview was conducted by Raissa 
Bohaturova, a leading member of the Party 
of Regions led by Viktor Yanukovych, Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko’s main rival in the 
2004 presidential election. Bohaturova was 
elected to parliament in 2002 after Akhmetov, 
who had been considered a likely candidate, 
stepped aside, saying he did not wish to run 
for public office. 

Things appear to have changed. 

The TRK interview was, for many Ukrai- 
nians, the first opportunity to hear the usu- 
ally reclusive billionaire describe his stance 
on a variety of subjects. The interview was 
widely watched throughout Ukraine, and es- 
tablished Akhmetov as a man with his own 
vision regarding the country’s future. 

Akhmetov’s name is seventh on the Party 
of Regions’ electoral list for the March 26 
legislative vote. But the fact that his inter- 
view was televised nationally, rather than just 
in Akhmetov’s native Donbas region, led 
some viewers to conclude Akhmetov sounded 
more like a candidate for prime minister than 
a man merely seeking a parliamentary seat. 

Akhmetov denies he is seeking the 
premiership. But some of his comments dur- 
ing the interview could indicate otherwise. 

“We need to form a government that cares 
about economic growth,” Akhmetov told 
Bohaturova. “What does that mean? It means 
a government of professionals, a government 
which will take not only power, but respon- 
sibility, into its hands.” 

Akhmetoy went on to define a strong 
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Ukraine as one where the country is depen- 
dent upon neither Russia, the United States, 
nor the European Union. He was going into 
politics, he added, “in order to see Ukraine 
enrich itself, in order that there be no poor 
people in Ukraine. I want Ukraine to hold in 
its hands the trophy for being the best country 
in Europe.” 

Akhmetovy, an ethnic Tatar and practising 
Muslim, was born in Donetsk in 1966. His 
father was a coal miner, and the family often 
lived in poverty. Akhmetov graduated from 
Donetsk State University with a degree in eco- 
nomics. 

In 1996, Akhmetov took over the presidency 
of the Shakhtar football club in Donetsk after 
the murder of its owner, criminal boss 
Oleksandr Brahin. Around that time, he 
founded Donetsk City Bank, DonGorBank, 
and remains its majority shareholder. 

In 2000 Akhmetov founded SCM, which 
rapidly became a very aggressive player in 
acquiring companies in the Donetsk region. 
Over the next few years, it took control of over 
90 companies concentrated in the iron ore, 
coal, steel, and energy generation sectors. 
SCM also has interests in insurance and bank- 
ing, food and beverage services, and hotels 
and hospitality. 

Akhmetov’s assets and personal fortune are 
sure to make him a major player in Ukrainian 
politics for years to come — regardless of 
whether he becomes prime minister. 

But his repeated assertions that a future 
Ukrainian government must be run by “pro- 
fessionals” and promote “economic growth” 
have only intensified speculation that the head 
of SCM — one of Ukraine’s largest corpora- 
tions — might be persuaded to head up\the 
country’s new government. 

In the past year SCM has gone to extraor- 
dinary lengths to polish its image as a respon- 
sible, European-style corporation and over- 
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come past rumors about reputed links to or- 
ganized crime and unorthodox business meth- 
ods. 

In the summer of 2005, SCM launched a 
massive advertising campaign aimed at pro- 
moting the stature in Europe of Ukrainian 
businesses. Ads were featured in publications 
including the “Wall Street Journal Europe,” 
“The Economist,” the “Financial Times,” and 
on television networks like CNN, EuroNews, 
and BBC World. 

Akhmetov will need to do several things to 
succeed in extending his popularity beyond 
the Donetsk region. One is learn Ukrainian. 
Akhmetovy grew up speaking Russian and only 
recently has hired a Ukrainian teacher to learn 
the language — an indication that, in spite of 
his protestations to the contrary, his political 
plans are broader then he admits. 


Many observers also believe he will ulti- 
mately need to break ties with Party of Re- 
gions leader Yanukovych, his old friend and 
political ally. 

This could be relatively simple. 
Yanukovych has no financial support base of 
his own, and relies on SCM and the Indus- 
trial Union of the Donbas for funding. More- 
over, Yanukovych is seen by many Ukraini- 
ans as a former convict — as a young man he 
was twice convicted of assault and battery — 
and not fit to run for public office. 

President Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc 
has reportedly discussed a possible coalition 
with the Party of Regions, but says it will not 
agree to Yanukovych becoming prime minis- 
ter. It has, however, avoided such a categori- 
cal refusal regarding a similar deal with 
Akhmetov. 


Ukraine improves on human 
rights, but U.S. says gaps remain 


(RFE/RL)—The State Department said in 
its annual report on human rights worldwide 
that while Ukraine’s human rights perfor- 
mance significantly improved in important 
areas, in a number of respects it remained 
poor. 

The report says that the improvements fol- 
lowed the Orange Revolution. The account- 
ability by police officers and prison condi- 
tions have become better after the change of 
power. The mass media became much more 
independent, and interference with freedom 
of assembly largely ceased. There are no re- 
ports of political prisoners in Ukraine. 

However, the report says that in many as- 
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pects Ukraine’s performance remains poor. 
It points to arbitrary or unlawful deprivation 
of life, politically motivated disappearances, 
and hazing in the Ukrainian army. 

Corruption remained a serious problem in 
the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of the government, including the 
armed services. The report says police cor- 
ruption continues to be a serious problem. 

The report says prison conditions remain 
poor, though they are slowly improving as a 
result of reforms in the penal system. 

The report says violence against women 
remains a serious problem, as well as traf- 
ficking in women. 
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By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

The March 26 parliamentary 
election in Ukraine will be con- 
tested by an unprecedented 45 par- 
ties and blocs, but this impressive 
number is misleading. Opinion 
polls show that over 30 of them 
have nothing to hope for, while four 
to six parties will be struggling to 
clear the 3 percent barrier into par- 
liament, as popular support for them 
is calculated in single digits. The 
real race is between the three most 
popular forces — the Our Ukraine 
bloc of President Viktor Yush- 
chenko and the bloc of former prime 
minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who 
shared the triumph of the Orange 
Revolution in 2004, and the Party 
of Regions (PRU) headed by 
Yushchenko’s rival in the 2004 
presidential election, Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

A year ago, the PRU, demoralized 
by Yanukovych’s electoral defeat, 
plunged into a severe identity cri- 
sis, not knowing what to do with its 
new opposition status. But the mis- 
takes by the Orange team that led 
to its split in August-September 
2005 played into the PRU’s hands. 
Now it is the undisputable leader of 
the parliamentary race, with more 
than 30 percent of Ukrainians ready 
to vote for it. The PRU should win 
hands down in the eastern and 
southern regions, which voted for 
Yanukovych in 2004, and its stron- 
gest base is the Donetsk Region, 
where most of the top 20 on the 
PRU’s list have roots. These include 
Yanukovych, Donetsk Region 
council head Borys Kolesnykov — 
who was arrested in spring 2005 on 
suspicion of extortion but later re- 
leased — and tycoon Renat 
Akhmetoy, who is believed by 


RETURN UNDELIVERRABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO: 


many to be the real leader of the 
PRU, the eminence grise behind 
Yanukovych. 

Unlike Our Ukraine, the PRU 
does not promise integration into 
the EU or NATO. “I stand for Eu- 
ropean values, that’s for sure. But 
if we come to Europe today and 
knock at the door, will they open? I 
think they won’t,” novice politician 
Akhmetov said at his first campaign 
rally in Donetsk on Feb. 19. The 
PRU promises equal partnership 
with Russia, though its opponents 
in the nationalist camp flatly call it 
a pro-Russian force. Upgrading the 
Russian language to official status 
is one of the key slogans of the 
PRU, which goes down well with 
their predominantly Russophone 
supporters. 

Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine offers- 
a different agenda. They do not see 
why Ukrainian should not remain 
the only official language, and EU 
and NATO integration are their in- 
ternational priorities. Our Ukraine 
is especially strong where the PRU 
is weak — in nationalist-minded 
western Ukraine — but unpopular 
in the east and south. Opinion polls 
show that at least 16-21% of Ukrai- 
nians will vote for Yushchenko’s 
bloc. 

The populist Tymoshenko bloc’s 
stronghold is the rural centre and 
Kyiv, which decided the outcome 
of the presidential poll in favor of 
Yushchenko. The Tymoshenko 
bloc’s popularity has somehow de- 
creased since Tymoshenko’s dis- 
missal from the post of prime min- 
ister last September, but no lower 
than a comfortable 13-19%, opin- 
ion polls show. This may allow the 
bloc to snatch second place from 
Our Ukraine under favorable cir- 
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cumstances. Tymoshenko claims 
that her bloc is the only one that did 
not betray the Orange Revolution 
ideals, but she offers little in terms 
of ideology. Instead, Tymoshenko’s 
campaign literature underscores her 
good looks, and the bloc’s emblem 
is a deliberately non-ideological red 
heart painted on a white back- 
ground. Tymoshenko says that once 
back in the government she would 
do her utmost to resume reprivati- 
zation, which may add to her popu- 
larity among ordinary Ukrainians, 
but the idea definitely scares inves- 
tors. 
Under the constitutional reform 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, March 8 - 21, 2006, 8 - 21 березня, 2006 


Parliamentary election a three-way race 


in force since Jan. 1, a parliamen- 
tary majority, rather than the presi- 
dent, will decide on the appointment 
of the prime minister. Tymoshenko 
says this election campaign is a con- 
test for the prime minister’s posi- 
tion, and that the choice will be be- 
tween her and Yanukovych. The 
media supporting the Tymoshenko 
bloc have been claiming that Our 
Ukraine and the Party of Regions 
are in talks over a post-election coa- 
lition, in which Yanukovych will be 
prime minister. Our Ukraine and the 
PRU deny this. 

Meanwhile, talks between the 
Our Ukraine and Tymoshenko blocs 
on re-establishing the Orange Coa- 
lition have stalled. Each side has 
come up with conditions that the 
other rejects. Our Ukraine insist that 
the coalition should include at least 
five forces and not just the two 


blocs, that it should pledge loyalty 
to Yushchenko, and that Tymo- 
shenko should drop her prime min- 
isterial ambitions. The Tymoshenko 
bloc say they would continue talks 
only if Yushchenko’s government 
breaks the natural gas agreements 
with Russia, which were reached 
earlier this year and are widely be- 
lieved to be disadvantageous. 
Kommersant-Ukraine has reported 
that Our Ukraine has secretly ac- 
cepted this condition, but this has 
not been confirmed by either of the 
two parties. Meanwhile, Our 
Ukraine campaign manager Roman 
Bezsmertny insists that, should coa- 
lition talks fail and should no ma- 
jority be formed in parliament, 
Yushchenko would resort to the 
right to disband a new parliament, 
which constitutional reform has 
granted him. 


A completely new election 


By Ivan Lozowy 

(The Ukraine Insider)— With general elections less 
than three weeks away, Ukraine is headed toward wide- 
ranging changes in the political landscape. 

First and foremost, the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine’s 
parliament, will undergo a radical transformation. Ear- 
lier Radas were composed largely of the “boloto,” or 
"паца?" — People’s Deputies who drifted between fac- 
tions, often teceiving large sums of money for switch- 
ing sides. Previously, half of the Rada’s MPs were 
elected in single-mandate districts and many from the 
other half, elected on party lists, did not feel particu- 
larly tied to the political party which got them elected. 

Now, the March 26 elections are based on a pure 
proportional, or party list, system. New rules preclude 
changing factions after the elections, so the new par- 
liament will be much more rigid. 

The major polling services are pretty uniform in their 
forecasts, showing six groups as definitely passing the 
3 percent threshold: Party of Regions: 25-30%, Our 
Ukraine: 19-22%, Yulia Tymoshenko Block: 15- 
17%,Socialist Party: 6-8%, Communist Party: 6- 
7%,Lytvyn Block: 5-6% and Pora-PRP: 2-3%. 

The pre-election campaign has produced few sur- 
prises. The Party of Regions is conducting a hard-hit- 
ting campaign. Their list is heavily dominated by people 
linked directly to Renat Akhmetov, the real force be- 
hind the party and head of Ukraine’s most powerful 
industrial-financial group, or clan. Akhmetov, who pre- 
viously avoided the limelight, recently staged a promi- 
nent appearance on his home turf in Donetsk, fueling 
rumors that he is preparing to go public and oust Viktor 
Yanukovych, Yushchenko’s unsuccessful rival in 2004. 
Yanukovych had been the political face for the Donetsk 
clan for years, but his failure in 2004 was reportedly 
very upsetting to his boss, Akhmetov. 

Yushchenko’s “Our Ukraine” coalition is headed by 
current Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurovy, who, besides 
his loyalty to Yushchenko has little to recommend him. 
Yekhanurov is a political lightweight and has been dam- 
aged by the recent gas spat with Russia. The person 
pulling Our Ukraine’s strings is Roman Bezsmertny, 
one of the people closest to Yushchenko. Yet Our 
Ukraine’s TV ads have been muddled and backward- 
looking, attempting to capitalize on the Orange Revo- 
lution at a time when disenchantment among voters is 
high. 

The firebrand Yulia Tymoshenko, Yushchenko’s 
former partner in the Orange Revolution and Prime 
Minister until Yushchenko fired her on September 8, 
2005, initially hesitated in confronting the Our Ukraine 
coalition directly. These days, however, Tymoshenko 
sarcastically refers to her former partners in Our 
Ukraine as “my dear friends” when she mentions 
Bezsmertny’s shenanigans in conducting “black PR” 
in the form of leaflets accusing her of “betraying 
Ukraine” after her parliamentary faction voted on Jan. 
10 to help oust Yekhanuroy. 

Tymoshenko’s political party, “Batkivshchyna” (“Fa- 
therland’’), is 100% a one-woman show. According to 
MPs on her list, she maintained the list of candidates 
to parliament in alphabetical order until all her “ducks” 
were in a row. Specifically, Tymoshenko co-opted at 


~named “Ne Tak” — 


Today many voters remain undecided, 
by some counts as many as 20 per- 
cent of the electorate. Thus the big 
surprise of the March 2006 elections 
will be delivered by the protest vote. 


least a dozen Kuchma-era and medium level oligarchs 
by selling places for about US$5 million. Unlike other 
coalitions, which at least pretend to vote through party 
lists at party congresses, Tymoshenko personally es- 
tablished the pecking order in what is truly “her list.” 
Since the Yulia Tymoshenko Block is not running paid 
TV advertisements, she even stands to make some 
money during this election campaign. 

The once powerful Social Democratic Party headed 
by Viktor Medvedchuk is at the core of a coalition 
an entitled denouncement of 
Yushchenko’s principal slogan in the 2004 presiden- 
tial campaign: “Tak!” or “Yes.” But the Ne Tak crowd 
is polling at only 1.5%. Their only hope is to pull their 
usual trick of massively buying up electoral and elec- 
tion committees’ support in one or several regions. 

Another group set to go down in their rowboat is the 
Ukrainian People’s Party headed by Yuriy Kostenko. 
Kostenko drifted away from Yushchenko because of 
his inability to hit it off with practically anyone among 
the Our Ukraine crowd. 

Of all the major players, Our Ukraine has led the 
underperformer crowd. Yushchenko’s rule has come 
across as weak and detached. During the recent gas 
crisis with Russia, Yushchenko kept largely silent. The 
collapse last year of the high-profile case against Borys 
Kolesnikov, a key figure in Akhmetov’s clan, dashed 
hopes among voters that Yushchenko’s slogan “Send 
the bandits to prison!” would be realized. 

Today many voters remain undecided, by some 
counts as many as 20 percent of the electorate. Thus 
the big surprise of the March 2006 elections will be 
delivered by the protest vote. Disenchantment with a 
series of crises badly handled and squabbling within 
the former Orange coalition will boost support for 
blocks seen as oppositionist, primarily Tymoshenko’s, 
the Socialist Party, the radical pro-Russian politician 
and former Kuchma protege Natalia Vitrenko and Pora- 
PRP (which includes Viktor Pynzenyk’s Party of Re- 
forms and Order). 

Pora, largely composed of youth who spearheaded 
the Orange Revolution, has put former heavyweight 
boxer Vitaly Klichko first in its party list, is running a 
forceful TV ad campaign and has thousands of active 
volunteers combing the larger cities. 

Yet the undisputed leader is the Party of Regions. 
Their neck of the woods in eastern Ukraine is a micro- 
cosm of the former Soviet Union, with subservient 
media, a completely controlled local economy and regu- 
lar handouts buying up voter sympathy. 

Many Westerners will view Region’s first place fin- 
ish on March 26 as a victory, although the combined 
votes for Our Ukraine and Tymoshenko will be greater. 

Thus the million dollar question is who will form 
the government after the elections. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, March 8 - 21, 2006, 8 - 21 березня, 2006 


Putin ignores 50th anniversary 
of Khrushchev’s Secret Speech 


By Pavel K. Baev 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Besides the Olympic 
headlines, recently the Russian media has presented a 
remarkable variety of comments and reflections on an 
event that shocked the country 50 years ago. On Feb. 
14, 1956, the 20th Communist Party Congress opened 
in Moscow. It proceeded routinely until the last day, 
Feb. 25, when Nikita Khrushchev delivered his “Se- 
cret Speech,” describing the scale of internal repres- 
sions in the country from the mid-1930s until Stalin’s 
death on March 6, 1953. 

The astounded delegates had then to inform all party 
members in strict confidentiality that the “Great Leader” 
was in fact a bloody tyrant. The Soviet leadership was 
deeply split about this speech, which was not written 
prior to the start of the congress. Khrushchev insisted 
that his decision was partly driven by the struggle for 
power and partly by the desire to escape from the fear 
that had dominated their lives for so many years. 

There were several events around this anniversary, 
including a conference at the Gorbachev Foundation, 
but Russian President Vladimir Putin chose to ignore 
it. He covered a great many topics at his extended press 
conference on Jan. 31, found time to congratulate ev- 
ery Russian Olympic champion, issued special decrees 
to commemorate composer Dmitry Shostakovich and 
scholar Dmitry Likhachev, but did not say a word about 
that remarkable watershed, much the same way that he 
never mentions the coup of August 1991. 

There is certainly more to this silence than just the 
political gut feeling to avoid issues that remain divi- 
sive and might damage his popularity in some mar- 
ginal groups. The main guideline of the “de- 
Stalinization” campaign launched by the 20th Congress 
was against the super-concentration of power in one 
pair of hands — and that is exactly what Putin has been 
doing since arriving at the Kremlin. A carefully orches- 
trated PR campaign has sought to prove that this style 
of governance suits Russia the best, so now 57% of 
Russians are sure that the country needs a determined 
leader who could rule with a “firm hand”. This opinion 
ties logically with others: 47% of respondents have a 
generally positive view of Stalin and 21% perceive him 
as a “wise statesman”. 

The main target of Khrushchey’s emotional condem- 
nation was the KGB, which had been the main instru- 
ment of repression. Putin, recently, has been busy 
strengthening the role of the FSB, the direct and proud 
successor of the all-penetrating structure created by 
Felix Dzerzhinsky and empowered by Lavrenty Beria. 
The shadows of these “founding fathers” were prob- 
ably present at the annual meeting of the FSB top ech- 
elon where Putin expressed his full satisfaction with 
their work, praising particularly the success in coun- 
tering espionage. He was far more generous with praise 
to his former colleagues than to the system of law en- 
forcement that, according to his address to the session 


of the General Prosecution Collegium, was unable to 
check the “alarming trends” in crime growth. Prosecu- 
tor General Vladimir Ustinov, nevertheless, apparently 
feels quite safe in his job, as he proved his loyalty be- 
yond a doubt by making the criminal case against 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky and his colleagues. 

These declarations and evaluations were followed 
by a potentially very significant presidential decree, 
“On Measures in Countering Terrorism,” since the main 
initiative among these measures was the creation of 
the National Anti-Terrorist Committee under the chair- 
manship of FSB Director Nikolai Patrushev. This Com- 
mittee will include representatives of all military and 
paramilitary structures, from the General Staff to the 
Ministry of Emergencies, and will be served by the 
Federal Operational Headquarters with a staff of 300 
officers that would constitute a separate unit in the FSB 
structures. The State Duma, always very attentive to 
signals from the Kremlin, has urgently approved legis- 
lation that provides a formal mandate for the new bod- 
ies. It is quite obvious that terrorism has not suddenly 
acquired new scale or urgency that would require large- 
scale counter-measures. The newly created Commit- 
tee might in fact have very little to do with the threat of 
terrorism but quite a lot to do with the struggle for in- 
fluence and power between the key “power structures.” 
The FSB has accepted the main responsibility for fight- 
ing terrorism (which it carefully denied during the cri- 
ses in Beslan and Nalchik) and thus secured for itself 
the dominant position vis-a-vis the Ministry of Interior 
and every other state authority. 

This certainly does not mean that the Kremlin clock 
is turned back to Stalin’s times. Putin’s regime remains 
essentially “bloodless” and cannot reproduce the fear 
of repressions; the FSB is not disciplined by any ideol- 
ogy and its main driving force is greed, which makes a 
big difference. The stylistic resemblance, nevertheless, 
is unmistakable — and it probably explains why the 
Russian political establishment was so upset by the 
resolution on the “Need for international condemna- 
tion of crimes of totalitarian Communist regimes” 
adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe. 

Putin’s courtiers fancy themselves as heirs of the Gen- 
eralissimos, but at the same time they want to be ac- 
cepted as equal members in “elite clubs” like the G-8. 
The influx of “petrorubles” has made them arrogantly 
self-confident but money can buy them only time — 
and probably not that much of it. They are busy ex- 
ploiting their special gift — to turn every real proposi- 
tion into a fake: Quasi-authoritarianism and pseudo- 
democracy, phony elections and PR exercises instead 
of “national projects.” That is why reflections on the 
revelations at the 20th Congress are so disturbing for 
them: At the most inappropriate moment somebody 
might suddenly stand up and establish for fact that their 
emperor is wearing no clothes. 


Tymoshenko confirms her desire to lead cabinet 


(RFE/RL) — Yuliya Tymoshenko, head of the epony- 
mous political bloc, said on а television channel оп Feb. 
27 that she harbors no “presidential ambitions,” the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. 

“Under the new constitution [that came into effect 
on Jan. 1], the president has practically lost all of his 
powers,” Tymoshenko added. 

She stressed that she would like to return to the post 
of prime minister, from which she was dismissed by 
President Viktor Yushchenko in September 2005. 


Speaking about her attitude to the current cabinet of 
Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov, Tymoshenko said 
she is “close to being in opposition” to it. 

71 cannot say that I am in opposition, but I don’t ap- 
prove of much of what the government is doing,” she said. 

According to a poll held by the Sotsiovymir Socio- 
logical and Political Research Center from Feb. 19-24, 
Tymoshenko is the most trusted politician in Ukraine, 
with 22.4 percent of respondents declaring confidence 
in her and 22.1 percent distrusting her. 


Pro-Russian bloc has 4.5 mln anti-NATO signatures 


(RFE/RL)—A pro-Russian, Ukrainian opposition 
bloc said March 1 that it has collected more than 4.5 
million signatures for a referendum against joining 
NATO. 

Viktor Medvedchuk, one of the leaders of the bloc 
“Ne Tak,” said that all documents had been delivered 
to the central election commission. 

The move by the opposition bloc reflects the feeling 
of many Ukrainians, particularly in the Russian-speak- 
ing east, who have a negative attitude toward the alli- 


ance. 

Medvedchuk, the former head of ex-President Le- 
onid Kuchma’s administration, said last October that 
his bloc had started collecting signatures for a referen- 
dum to let voters decide whether or not Ukraine should 
join NATO. 

President Viktor Yushchenko’s pro-Western policies 
and his call for NATO membership have become is- 
sues in the runup to parliamentary elections on March 
26. 


Yanukovych accuses authorities of preparing falsification 


(RFE/RL)— Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych, leader of the Party of Regions, said at a 
party meeting in Kyiv on March 4 that the authorities 
are organizing mass falsifications of the March 26 par- 
liamentary elections, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

Yanukovych alleged that in southeastern Ukraine lists 
of voters were translated into Ukrainian with deliberate 
mistakes so that people could not vote.According to him, 


lists of voters in that part of the country omit not just 
families or houses but entire streets or even districts. 

“Another method used in the falsifications planned 
by the authorities is the principle by which district elec- 
toral commissions are formed of members of the so- 
called technical pro-government parties. 

These people have been instructed to suddenly get 
sick or find other pretexts not to work on election day.” 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Respect Your Neighbour 

In Canada, our Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees certain 
fundamental freedoms: 

Section 2 of the Charter states that everyone shall have: 

(a) freedom of conscience and religion; 

(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including \ 
freedom of the press and other media of communication; 

(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and 

(d) freedom of association. 

Section 12 also states that everyone has the right not to be subjected 
to any cruel or unusual treatment or punishment. 

However, there are generally accepted limits, particularly when we 
know, or ought to know, that the careless exercise of our right to free 
speech may be viewed as extremely hurtful or insulting to others. 

Certainly, it is wrong to even joke about hijacking in an airport or to 
shout “fire” in a theatre. Freedom of speech and expression does not 
extend to written obscenities or swastikas on churches of any denomi- 
nation. While editorial cartoons are seldom complimentary to their 
depicted subjects, most editors, fortunately, screen them sensibly for 
limitations to mitigate hate and harm. 

If we waat to be part of any community, let alone the world commu- 
nity, it is inappropriate to insult our friends and neighbours. Canadians 
want to be seen as tolerant and respectful of all cultures within our 
community and globally. To these ends, the Prime Minister’s senti- 
ments, regarding the controversy over publishing cartoons offensive to 
Muslims, merit respect: “I regret the publication of this material in 
several media outlets. While we understand this issue is divisive, our 
government wishes that people be respectful of the beliefs of others. I 
commend the Canadian Muslim community for voicing its opinion 
peacefully, respectfully and democratically.” 

Fortunately, when interpreting these rights and responsibilities, most 
Canadian editors will consider their broad-based constituency and act 
appropriately to respect the rights and sensitivities of all. Canadian 
society benefits from this respect for our domestic and international 
communities and for their reasonable constraint. 
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Ву Al Kachkowski 

The Saskatchewan Friends of the 
Shevchenko Foundation — Saska- 
toon Chapter sponsored their ninth 
annual event in Saskatoon to ben- 
efit the Ukrainian Canadian Foun- 
dation of Taras Shevchenko 
(UCFTS) on Feb. 10 at Holy Cross 
High School. More than 160 donors 
and invited guests attended the fes- 
tive event and were entertained by 
75 performers. 

On display were a special exhibit 
entitled “Saskatoon Early History” 
by Bob Kowaluk and photographs 
from Shevchenko Foundation 
events across Canada. 

Paul Hnenny acted as MC and 


present and recognized the excellent 
work the Shevchenko Foundation 
has done within the Ukrainian com- 
munity in the course of the last 40 
years. He pointed out that more than 
30 Ukrainian groups from Saska- 
toon have benefited and continue to 
benefit from UCFTS grants. Since 
its inception, the Foundation has 
granted more than $5.5 million to 
worthy Ukrainian projects through- 
out Canada. Speaking to the audi- 
ence members, Hnenny stated. “For 
your continued and anticipated gen- 
erous support, the Foundation and 
our featured volunteer entertainers 
would like to thank you with this 
evening of excellent entertainment 


and socializing at the reception fol- 


opened the formal portion of the 
lowing,” 


program. He welcomed all those 
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Andriy Hladeshevsky and John Franko. 


Oseredok to present Kurelek exhibit 


(Oseredok/UkrNews)—Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational 
Centre will be presenting The Company We Keep, 15 artworks by one of 
Canada’s most widely recognized and admired Ukrainian-Canadian art- 
ists, William Kurelek, March 19 — June 3. This poignant, engaging and 
thoughtful pictorial history of Polish settlement in Canada chronicles events 
and moments that reflect Kurelek’s own sensibilities. The artist wrote an 
accompanying text for each painting that provides history, anecdotes and, 
often, very personal commentary about the scenes depicted in the series. 

The Company We Keep: Exploring Kinship in William Kurelek’s The 
Polish Canadians presents the viewer with images that also reveal our 
universal need to seek out and enjoy the company of others. Kurelek de- 
picts individuals who cope with isolation in a new land by finding strength 
and solace in fafnily, religion and community. Kurelek tells the stories of 
these new Canadians with his paintbrush, exploring the ties that bind in 
his deceptively simple yet powerful works. 

Born in 1927 in Whitford, Alta., William Kurelek grew up the oldest of 
seven children and lived on farms in both Alberta and Manitoba (the fam- 
ily lost their farm in Whitford during the Great Depression). His beauti- 
fully-illustrated children’s books — including A Prairie Boy’s Winter and 
A Prairie Boys’ Summer, have become modern Canadian classics, win- 
ning him the New York Times’ Best Illustrated Children’s Book Award 
and the Canadian Association of Children’s Librarians Illustrators Award. 
Largely self-taught as an artist, Kurelek earned his B.A. from the Univer- 
sity of Manitoba in 1949, then studied art at the Ontario College of Art; 
trips to вне and England also helped him develop as an artist. Не 
returned to Toronto in 1959 and held his first one man show at the Isaacs 
Gallery in 1960, following which he became well-known in the Canadian 
art scene generally. 

He developed his unique style of outlining with a ballpoint pen, using 
coloured pencils for texture and adding details in pen. He created several 
series of paintings focusing on the challenges of life in Canada for new 

immigrants and the country’s multicultural make up, including Jewish Life 
in Canada, The Ukrainian Pioneer Woman in Canada, The Irish in Canada, 
French Canadians in rural Quebec, Inuit of the Arctic, and The Polish 
Canadians. He was planning a series on the German Canadians when he 
died of cancer in November 1977. 


Immigrants in a Toronto boarding re 


Nadia Prokopchuk, chairperson of 
the Saskatoon Friends of the 
Shevchenko Foundation, welcomed 
everyone present and made her 
opening remarks. She thanked the 
members of the organizing commit- 
tee for all their hard work done in 
order to put on an excellent event. 
She announced that she would be 
stepping down as chairperson of the 
committee in order to give someone 
else an opportunity to act in this po- 
sition. Prokopchuk then intro- 
duced Larry Balion, who compiled 
a power point presentation about the 
work of the UCFTS in the commu- 
nity, which outlined the history of 
the Foundation,detailed the support 
received from the Foundation by 
Saskatoon based causes and recog- 
nized the importance of donations 
from the public to build the endow- 
ment fund. A significant phrase in 
the presentation states: “It’s not the 
size of the donation, but the gesture 
that is important” 

Al Kachkowski, Development 
Coordinator, then introduced Andriy 
Hladeshevsky, of Edmonton, the 
national President of the Shev- 
chenko Foundation. 

Hladyshevsky is a lawyer by pro- 
fession and has been a Partner in the 
law firm of Fraser Milner Casgrain 
for the last six years. He was ap- 
pointed Queen’s Counsel in 2000. 
He is second Vice- President of the 
National Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, Chair of the Internment Com- 
mittee and a Founding Director of 
the Canadian Race Relations Foun- 
dation, made up of Directors from 
across Canada 

Hladyshevsky described the ris- 
ing prominence of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko in the community, in- 
cluding the latest major initiative of 
the Foundation, the presentation of 
the Kobzar Literary Award. More on 
the Kobzar Literary Award, which 
took place in Toronto on March 2, 
in the next issue of Ukrainian 
News.) 

Kachkowski introduced the 
projects that were awarded grants 
and Hladyshevsky presented grant 
cheques to six recipients to assist 
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Shevchenko Foundation holds fundraiser in Saskatoon 


Yevshan Dancers. 


with their projects. Coming forward 
to receive the cheques were: on be- 
half of the UCC — Saskatchewan 
Provincial Council, board member 
Evelyn Wojcichowsky; Saskatche- 
wan Learning, Nadia Prokopchuk, 
Ukraine Day in the Park, Eileen 
Yaworski, Ukrainian Women’s As- 
sociation of Canada - Hanka Roma- 
nehych Branch, Marie Kishchuk, 
Voloshky vocal trio, Christina 
Sokyra and St. Volodymyr Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Eparchial Camp, Paul 
Bunka. 

Representatives of organizations 
within Saskatoon’s Ukrainian com- 
munity presented cheques as dona- 
tions to the capital fund of the Foun- 
dation as follows: Annette Pshebay- 
lo, of the New Community Credit 
Union; Dave Mysak, President of 
the Ukrainian Professional & Busi- 
ness Association of Saskatoon; Eu- 
gene Pryma, on behalf of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Brotherhood — Bishop 
Roborécky Branch; John Sopotyk, 
of TYC, the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Men’s Association; Mary Humen, of 
the Ukrainian Women’s Association 
of Canada — Hanka Romanchych 
Branch. 

Kachkowski explained the con- 
cept of the Kobzar Fellowship as a 
program, which recognises and 
honours individuals who have made 
a planned deferred gift to the Foun- 
dation and introduced this year’s 
inductee to the Kobzar Fellowship, 
John Franko. Hladyshevsky pre- 
sented him with the special lapel pin 
worn only by Kobzar Fellowship 
members. 

Franko was born and raised on a 
farm near Theodore, SK. He stayed 
on the farm and assisted his parents, 
Wasyl and Каїгупа, to produce the 
much needed food during World War 
П and to enable the rest of the family 
to further their education. John 
moved to Watson and farmed there 
for 27 years before moving to Saska- 
toon. Recently, John changed his will 
and leaving all his assets to Ukrai- 
nian charitable institutions, including 
the Shevchenko Foundation. 

MC Hnenny then introduced the 
In Memoriam section of the pro- 
gram. Ms. Schabel mentioned that 


Lastiwka Choir 
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the supporters of the Shevchenko 
Foundation in Saskatoon have be- 
come somewhat of a family and are 
becoming increasingly aware that 
some are leaving our company. She 
stated that we are saddened that, in 
the last year, ten Saskatoon area 
Foundation supporters have passed 
away; Michael Blocka, Slawko 
Bokshowan, Zorian Dershko, Nellie 
Letwin, Mary Savisky, Mary Wat- 
chicosky, Dr. Stephen and Miche- 
lene Worobetz The audience stood 
and sang “Vichnaja Pamjat’. 

Another highlight of the evening, 
were he performances of the 
Yevshan Dancers, the Lastiwka 
Choir and the Pavlychenko Danc- 
ers, under the direction of Vitali 
Sorokotiaguine, Serhij Koroliuk and 
Larry Klopoushak, respectively. 

Yevshan performed a polka num- 
ber entitled “Molodizhna Pol’ka” 
and Pavlychenko followed with a 
Bukovynian item “Bukovyns kyj 
Kozak”. Lastiwka filled the middle 
of the program with several delight- 
ful vocal and instrumental renditions 
of Ukrainian song. In conclusion 
Yevshan performed their Bukovy- 
nian number “Bukovys kyj Sviatko- 
vyj” and Pavlychenko performed 
their colourful Hutsul number 
“Hutsulija”. 

In response to boisterous applause 
by the appreciative audience, the 
performers from all three groups 
returned to the stage for a final bow. 

In his concluding remarks, 
Hnenny made a final appeal for the 
audience members to take inspira- 
tion from these groups and show 
their appreciation by being generous 
in their donations to the Shevchenko 
Foundation. 

Door prize donors and winners 
were as follows: Nestor Hlynsky at 
Alexander’s Restaurant, Sharron 
Semeschuk; Myron Sirman at the 
Touch of Ukraine Restaurant, 
Shirley Stankowski; Nestor 
Kowalsky at Brigadeer Security 
Systems, Yar Sywanyk and Bill 
Zerebesky from the New Commu- 
nity Credit Union, Michael Kikcio. 

The supporting public responded 
with a total $8,205 in donations be- 
ing credited to the event. 
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Performers at the “Ne bud’ baiduzhym!” concert. 


Musicians promote patriotism in Ukraine 


By Maria Kachmar in Kyiv 
When posters went up in Haisyn, 
a small town near Vinnytsia, to in- 
vite townspeople to a Feb. 12 event 
titled “Ne bud’ baiduzhym!” 
(Against Indifference!), hosted by 
popular rap-group leader Sashko 
Polozhynskyi and other up-and- 
coming Ukrainian musicians, locals 
must have been surprised to notice 
the absence of any political logos, 
slogans, or colours on them. (The 
practice of bringing voters together 
for a concert to “encourage” them 
to vote for a particular political party 
has become very commonplace in 


this country.) 

Soon it became clear that this con- 
cert event was different from all pre- 
vious. It was non-political, not for 
profit, and not funded by any foun- 
dation or organization. The event 
was part of an awareness campaign 
in which musicians (who are also 
main project organizers) speak to the 
public about injustices done to the 
Ukrainian language, history and cul- 
ture and encourage Ukrainians to 
abandon the inferiority complex of 
“little Russianism” which 15 still 
very prevalent in today’s Ukraine. 
The concerts are sponsored by a 


Crowd at the Ne bud’ baiduzhym!” concert. 


Multicultural coalition calls upon 
PM to review funding for museum 


(CGM)—Thousands of Canadians of many different ethnic, religious 
and racial origins have begun sending postcards to Canadian Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper, asking him to reconsider providing federal funds 
for the development of a “Canadian Museum of Human Rights,” as pro- 
posed by the Asper Foundation of Winnipeg. 

Organized by Canadians for a Genocide Museum, this campaign calls 
upon the Prime Minister to review whether the Asper museum would be 
“inclusive and equitable” in its treatment of “all episodes of genocide 
that have befouled human history, before, during and after the Second 
World War, and not only in Europe but in Asia, Africa and elsewhere. 

Critics of the proposed museum, which has received tentative pledges 
of federal, provincial and municipal funding, believe that its central fo- 
cus will be an emphasis on the horrors that befell European Jews during 
the war, suggesting that this community’s suffering was somehow more 
important than that of others. 

Commenting on the protest, John Gregorovich, president of CGM, said: 

“We endorse the concept of an inclusive Canadian museum that hal- 

lows the memory of all victims of genocide, regardless of whether they 
fell victim in Europe, Asia, Africa or elsewhere, before or after the 20th 
century. In a multicultural society like the one we have today in Canada 
we do not believe that federal, provincial or even municipal funds should 
be given to a project that diminishes the tragedies that many peoples 
experienced before some were fortunate enough to find asylum and an 
opportunity for rebuilding their lives here. We all share a desire to build 
Canada together. That won’t be easy if taxpayers’ dollars are allocated to 
a private project that claims one or two communities are more deserving 
of historical memory than others. We are therefore asking Canada’s Prime 
Minister to review this project and ensure that all of the stakeholder com- 
munities are engaged in that consultative process. Without such transpar- 
ency, accountability and inclusiveness we can not support federal fund- 
ing for this museum.” 


handful of anonymous Ukrainian 
philanthropists who would like to 
see the emergence of a more Ukrai- 
nian Ukraine. 

One of the emcees and organiz- 
ers, Valeriy Umrykhin, is hopeful 
but realistic about the effects of their 
campaign. “The audience reacted 
quite positively to ideas presented 
on stage, but I’m not certain if ev- 
erybody really understood our goal, 
especially \since the term ‘little- 
Russianism’ is not often used in the 
media”. Indeed, comments shared 
by young concert goers displayed 
that this was an event they would 
remember for a long time to come. 
One Russian-speaking teenager said 
he came because he liked rap, but 
he left with changed sentiments to- 
wards the Ukrainian language. He 
was among many young people who 
after the event vowed to either learn 
Ukrainian or start speaking the lan- 
guage with peers. Although organiz- 
ers realize that as euphoric feelings 
fade many good intentions may be 
forgotten, they are confident that 
what they are doing will have a last- 
ing effect. 

The event in Haisyn was the ninth 
of its kind and plans for the next are 
well underway. To avoid unwanted 
associations with political cam- 
paigning, however, organizers have 
decided to wait until after the elec- 
tions to continue their project. 

For more information on the 
project, please visit: http:// 
www.nebudbaiduzhym.com/ 
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Suspected arms dealer extradited 


(RFE/RL)— Oleg Огіоу, a Russian businessman suspected by Ukrainian 
prosecutors of illegal trade in weapons, was extradited from the Czech 
Republic to Ukraine оп Feb. 25, Interfax-Ukraine reported. Orlov, 57, is 
accused of illicit sales in 1999 of a P14F radar to Eritrea and of Soviet- 
made Kh-55SM (also known as AS-15) cruise missiles to China. Orlov 
unsuccessfully applied for asylum in the Czech Republic in 2004 and 
was subsequently arrested at a Prague airport while trying to leave for the 
United Arab Emirates. 
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All of your calls appear on your 
4+ areacode+mumber 011 + country code + number local phone bil 
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Кримський референдум про статус 
російської мови під загрозою зриву 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

Кримський референдум про державний 
статус російської мови під загрозою зриву. 
6 березня прес-служба Прокуратури авто- 
номії повідомила, що прокурор Криму 
Віктор Шемчук звернувся до суду із позо- 
вом про визнання незаконною постанови 
Верховної Ради АРК "Про призначення 
республіканського (місцевого) консульта- 
тивного референдуму". 

Підстінами Сімферопольської міськради 
6 березня в обід - черговий пікет. Кілька 
десятків активістів Партії регіонів і Росій- 
ського блоку вимагали від міського голови 
Валерія Єрмака негайно видати розпо- 
рядження, поклавши на сімферопольську 
територіальну виборчу комісію обов'язки 
з проведення референдуму про державний 
статус російської мови. Нагадаю, що 
рішення про це 22 лютого ухвалила Bep— 
ховна Рада Криму. Однак, підготовка цього 
референдуму - уже під загрозою. 

Комісії з його проведення досі не ство- 
рені не тільки у Сімферополі. Кримська 
прокуратура одразу ж винесла протест на 
рішення парламенту автономії, а сьогодні 
ii прес-служба повідомила, що прокурор 
Криму звернувся до суду із позовом про 
визнання відповідної парламентської пос-- 
танови незаконною. Прокурор Віктор 
Шемчук також попросив суд зобов'язати 
відповідача утриматися від вчинення дій 
щодо виконання зазначеної постанови. 
Окрім цього, прокурор опротестував дії 
заступників голови Верховної Ради Криму 
Василя Кисельова і Володимира Зако- 
рецького щодо зобов'язання міських голів 
та голів районних рад забезпечити без- 
умовне виконання неконституційної пос- 
танови парламенту автономії. I цей протест 
прокурора призупинив дію опротесто- 
ваного акту. 

Зрозуміло, ініціатори рішення про pecbe— 


say ie 


рендум із цим не згідні. Каже активіст 
партії "Російський блок", депутат Сімфе- 
ропольської міськради Володимир Блінов: 
"Прокурор Криму діє за принципом полі-- 
тичної доцільності, за тією командою, що 
дали зверху. Йдучи на цей крок, Верховна 
Рада Криму ретельно юридично проана-- 
лізувала ухвалене рішення. Адже початок 
цьому був закладений не за два дні чи за 
тиждень до розгляду цього питання, а ще у 
грудні минулого року, коли ми ініціювали 
збір підписів за проведення цього рефе- 
рендуму. Юридично тут все витримано. Що 
ж до рішення прокуратури, то ми знаємо, 
як реагують органи, які покликані 
дотримуватися чинного законодавства. У 
цьому випадку ми і наші юристи вважаємо, 
що для протесту прокурора немає підстав". 
Ще одна перешкода на шляху ініціаторів 
референдуму - відсутність фінансування. 
6 березня на прес-конференції у Cim— 
ферополі кримський прем'єр Анатолій 
Бурдюгов заявив, що це "проект, який не 
можна реалізувати": "Цей референдум 
неможливо провести. Чому? А тому, що у 
бюджеті Ha це не закладені кошти. I часу 
для організації технічного забезпечення — 
приміщень, людей, грошей - залишилося 
дуже мало, що не дозволяє це зробити. І 
третє - саме питання не врегульоване", - 
заявив Анатолій Бурдюгов, маючи на увазі 
не тільки те, що у питанні для референ- 
думу: "Ви за надання російській мові 
статусу другої державної мови?" не вказано 
територію, де проводитиметься ped рен- 
дум, але й - згаданий протест прокурора. 
Додам, недавно керівник Секретаріату 
Президента України Олег Рибачук заявив 
у Сімферополі, що глава держави не піді- 
граватиме політикам - ініціаторам рефе-- 
рендуму і не видасть указ про його скасу-- 
вання. Мовляв, ці діячі й так не зможуть 
організувати проведення референдуму. 


І шляхи стають коротшими! 


г 


Тільки Аеросвіт Українські Авіалінії 
пропонує безпосадкові рейси 
літаками Boeing 767 
Торонто - Київ, Київ (Торонто 
А також через Київ: 

Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, Сімферопіль, 
Донецьк, Дніпропетровськ, Харків, Чернівці, 
Ужгород, Москва, Кишинів, Мінськ, Ріга, Баку, 
Ташкент, Алма--Ата, Делі, Тель-Авів, 
Дубаї, Каїр, Афіни, Салонікі, Софія, 
Пекін, Бангкок, 


1.416.961.КУГУ 
1.416.961.5948 


або звертайтесь у Вашу агенцію 


Тепер у Вас є можливість замовити і 
оформити білет на нашій веб-- сторінці 
www.aerosvit.com 


Ж AeroSvir 


пита AREER ES 


AepoCairT 


Veraleche! явілнім 
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США допомагає Україні 


боротися з 


Віктор Міняйло, Радіо Свобода 

Корпорація з управління американським 
фондом "Виклики нового тисячоліття" 
розгляне заявку України на отримання 
безоплатної допомоги, націленої на бо- 
ротьбу з корупцією. Про це повідомив 1 
березня на прес-конференції у Києві вико-- 
навчий директор програми співпраці цього 
фонду з пороговими країнами Кевін Саба. 

За отримання коштів Україна KOHKy— 
руватиме ще з 4-ма пороговими країнами - 
Молдовою, Киргизією, Йорданією й 
Індонезією, - пояснив Кевін Саба і додав, 
що обсяг коштів, який фонд планує 
виділити цього року в рамках програми 
боротьби з корупцією становить близько 
177-ми мільйонів доларів. Він не виключив 
можливості розподілу цієї суми між усіма 
п'ятьма країнами-претендентами. 

Щодо України, то за словами директора 
програми Фонду "Виклики нового тися- 
чоліття"?, робоча група, яку очолює зас- 
тупник керівника секретаріату Президента 
Іван Васюник, підготувала гарні пропозиції 
щодо боротьби з корупцією. Кевін Саба 
вважає, що є всі підстави розраховувати, 
що ця програма буде успішною. 

Він також пояснив журналістам, що саме 
являє собою Корпорація управління фон-- 
дом "Виклики нового тисячоліття": 

"Це американська державна організація, 
незважаючи на те, що носить назву 
корпорація. І мета її створення внести певні 
радикальні перетворення у методи надання 
американської допомоги іноземним 
країнам". 

Кевін Саба повідомив, що правління 
Корпорації очолює держсекретар США 
Кондоліза Райс. Фонд здійснює дві прог- 
рами — повна співпраця з країнами 1 спів- 
праця з пороговими країнами. Минулого 
року бюджет фонду становив півтора 
мільярди доларів, а цього року бюджет 


корупцією 


збільшать до мільярда 750-ти мільйонів. На 
фінансування програми повної співпраці з 
країнами виділяється 90% коштів i 10% 
спрямовується на фінансування програм 
співпраці з пороговими країнами. 

А ще Кевін Саба зазначив, що Фонд надає 
фінансову допомогу для організації сус- 
пільного контролю та моніторингу за дохо- 
дами і витратами чиновників, для боротьби 
з корупцією в галузі освіти, для реалізації 
судової реформи, вдосконалення норма- 
тивно-правової бази в будівництві і жит- 
лово-комунальній сфері, а також для вдос- 
коналення діяльності митної служби. 

Кевін Саба запевнив, якщо Україні таки 
нададуть кошти для боротьби з корупцією, 
його фонд зробить усе можливе, щоб ці 
гроші не були використані корупціонерами. 
До його слів можна додати заяву секретаря 
Ради національної безпеки і оборони Yxpa— 
їни Анатолія Кінаха на засіданні РНБО. Він 
вважає, що останнім часом в Україні від- 
сутня цілеспрямована, системна, резуль- 
тативна робота з протидії корупції, в першу 
чергу у вищих щаблях влади. У 

А ще, користуючись нагодою, присутній 
на прес-конференції посол США в Україні 
Джон Гербст спростував вчорашню інфор-- 
мацію про, начебто, нічне обговорення по 
телефону питання імпічменту президента 
Віктора Ющенка з міністром оборони Ук- 
раїни Анатолієм Гриценком у вересні мину-- 
лого року. 

Джон Гербст: "Я хочу сказати, що у мене 
ніколи не було ні можливості, ні бажання 
обговорювати питання імпічменту за будь 
яких обставин" . 

1 березня член політради партії "Бать- 
ківщина" Дмитро Чобіт на прес-кон- 
ференції заявив, що лише реакції посла 
США зупинила оточення Юлії Тимошенко 
від початку підготовки процедури імпіч- 
менту. 


Балтійські, Північні країни та 
США 1 в подальшому надаватимуть 
підтримку Україні у здійсненні нею 

реформ в оборонній сфері 


Людмила Пилип, Радіо Свобода 

Представники оборонних відомств Бал-- 
тійських та Північних країн а також Спо-- 
лучених Штатів 3 березня домовилися 
надалі допомагати Україні у сфері рефор- 
мування оборонного сектору. Ця фінансова 
та консультативна допомога спрямована на 
те, щоб посилити українсько-натовське 
партнерство. 

Україні запропонували конкретні прог-- 
рами у сфері реформування оборонного 
відомства, будуть виділені кошти на екс- 
пертів, які консультуватимуть українських 
військових спеціалістів. Державний секре- 
тар Міністерства оборони Литви Ренатас 
Норкус, який очолював литовську деле- 
гацію, зазначив, що Північні, Балтійські 
країни та США активніше допомагатимуть 
Україні, щоб посилити участь цивільних 
осіб в оборонному секторі країни. Пред- 
ставник литовського міністерства оборони 
зазначив, що Литва офіційно задекларувала 
свою підтримку у зміцненні партнерства 
України i НАТО. За участю литовських 
експертів Україна розробила та надала 
Альянсу для оцінки проект національної 
річної програми Плану дій з членства в 
"НАТО. Ухвалення та утвердження такого 
плану- це перший крок до НАТО. 

Заступник державного секретаря Minic— 
терства оборони Латвії Яніс Карлзберг 
повідомив радіо "Свобода" про те, що 
представники оборонних відомств Балтій- 
ських та північних країн і США у Вільнюсі 


вели розмову про координацію напрямків 
допомоги Україні. 

"Як вам відомо, під час минулої зустрічі мі- 
ністрів оборони країн-членів НАТО та Ук- 
раїни був ухвалений документ про надання 
підтримки України в її намірах інтегру- 
ватися до НАТО. Під час теперішньої 
неформальної зустрічі у Вільнюсі мова 
йшла про координацію та уточнення 
функцій допомоги," він сказав. 

Латвія веде з Україною активний полі- 
тичний діалог у військовій сфері, зокрема 
ділиться своїм досвідом інтеграції до НАТО, 
фінансує навчання українських військових 
спеціалістів у Балтійському оборонному 
коледжі. Карлзберг зазначив, що Рига 
планує активізувати співробітництво. 

«У нас є план, відповідно до якого від- 
бувається співробітництво з Україною в 
оборонній сфері. Сьогодні мова йде вже 
про поширення співпраці, зокрема у сферах 
військової медицини і освіти, технологій та 
в контексті співробітництва між Балтій- 
ськими країнами та Україною". 

У відповідь на запитання, чи може саміт 
НАТО, який відбудеться в листопаді цього 
року в Ризі, наблизити вступ України до 
Альянсу, заступник державного секретаря 
Міністерства оборони Латвії Карлзберг 
зазначив, що поки не відомий план порядку 
денного заходу, однак не виключив цієї 
можливості, оскільки, країни-члени під- 
тримують Україну в її намірах інтегру- 
ватися в Північноатлантичний альянс. 
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HTF greets Ukrainian Ambassador, Academy Award Winners 


(HTF)—Newly appointed Ukrai- 
nian Ambassador to the United 
States, Dr. Oleh Shamshur, arrived 
in Los Angeles on Feb. 17 to attend 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences Scientific and Techni- 
cal Awards ceremonies at which 
three Ukrainians from Kyiv were 
honored. 

Ambassador Shamshur, Consul 
General Mykola Tochytskyi and 
Vice-Consul Taras Kuzmych were 
greeted by their host, Peter Borisow, 
President of the Hollywood Trident 
Foundation, who took them to Sony 
Pictures Studios where they had 
lunch with Michael Kohut, Presi- 
dent of Post Production Facilities, 
and were given a tour of Sony’s state 
of the art studios and sound stages. 
Ambassador Shamshur, Consul 
General Tochytskyi and Borisow 
also met with senior executives of 
Sony Pictures Entertainment, who 
expressed strong interest in the 
Ukrainian market. 

Ambassador Shamshur advised 
Sony executives that Ukraine was 
its Own separate market for which 
government regulations now man- 
date Ukrainian language dubbing of 
films for distribution in theatres and 
on television. He also stressed the 
necessity for direct dialogue be- 
tween Hollywood studios and the 
Ukrainian film and television indus- 
tries as well as government agen- 
cies. Dr. Shamshur expressed sup- 
port for Hollywood-Ukrainian co- 
productions both in English and in 
Ukrainian. Sony executives 


Ap Bisalior Oleh Tia Anatoly Kokush, Peter Borisow, Oleksiy 
Zolotaroy and Yuriy Popovsky at the Scientific and Technical Awards of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


complimented the Ambassador on 
Ukraine’s new anti-piracy law and 
encouraged collaboration on further 
efforts. This was the first such high 
level meeting between representa- 
tives of Ukraine and a Hollywood 
studio and marks the beginning of a 
new era for the Ukrainian film in- 
dustry. 

That evening the Ambassador, the 
Consul General and the Vice-Con- 
sul attended a dinner reception at the 
home of Borisow. Guests included 
Anatoly Kokush, President of Kyiv 
based Filmotechnic and recipient of 
two Awards from the Academy, 
Yelena Strokach, President of 
Filmotechnic International, studio 


executive Iya Labunka, director Wes 
Craven, screenwriter Paul Wolansky 
and three time Academy Award win- 
ning documentary film director 
Mark Harris. 

The next afternoon the Ambassa- 
dor placed flowers at the Ukrainian 
Genocide Memorial on the Civic 
Center Mall in the heart of down- 
town Los Angeles and met with 
Genocide survivor Eugenia Dallas 
and members of the Los Angeles 
community who are active in edu- 
cating the public about the 
Holodomor. 

Later that evening the Ambassa- 
dor and his guests attended the Sci- 
entific and Technical Awards Cer- 


Freedom had a price now on DVD 


(La Maison de Montage)— The 
award-winning documentary Free- 
dom Had A Price depicting 
Canada’s first internment operation 
between 1914 and 1920 has finally 
been released on DVD by the Na- 
tional Film Board of Canada. Pro- 
duced and directed by filmmaker 
Yurij Luhovy, the one hour film, 
documents the over 5,000 Ukraini- 
ans in Canada that were imprisoned 
as “enemy aliens” in 24 internment 
camps across the country. Filmed on 
former locations of internment sites 
across Canada, this documentary 
shows the remains of original intern- 
ment structures and relics discov- 
ered by the film crew. By means of 
archival footage, vintage photo- 
graphs the compelling testimony of 
survivors and prominent Canadian 
historians, the film captures a mov- 
ing, human story that has finally 
gained public attention. 

Luhovy first began researching 
the internment of Ukrainians in 
Canada in the early 1970’s when 
interest in this aspect of Ukrainian 
Canadian history was just begin- 
ning. He was the first person to find 
and film many of the original intern- 
ment sites and found original intern- 
ment photos of Spirit Lake intern- 
ment site in Quebec which he do- 
nated to the National Archives of 
Canada. His documentary also pro- 
vided impetus for making the tray- 
eling, internment exhibit by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Centre in Toronto 
and provided an important resource 
for the illustrated book, Silver 
Threads, by writer Marsha 
Skrypuch. 

Initially, the idea and urgency of 
making the internment film Free- 
dom Had A Price did not receive im- 
mediate financial support. As a re- 
sult, not to lose time in order to in- 
terview some of the last internment 
survivors before they passed away, 


the documentary was financed al- 
most entirely by the filmmaker with 
a later supporting grants from the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documen- 
tation Centre and completion funds 
from the NFB. Don Haig, executive 
producer of NFB’s Studio B, made 
every effort to support the intern- 
ment documentary in the final 
stages, having grown up with Ukrai- 
nians in Western Canada and there- 
fore, very informed and sensitive to 
their story of settling Canada. 
Freedom Had A Price continues 
to be shown across Canada and is 
highly recommended for use in 
schools across the country as a 
teaching resource on the subject or 
anyone interested in historical docu- 
mentaries. It has had excellent re- 
views in various Canadian newspa- 
pers with such comments as "...ех- 
traordinary documentary” by Jim 
Bowden, in The Toronto Star, “a 
powerful documentary on Ukrainian 
internment” by Alan Kellog in The 


Edmonton Journal, *...chilling por- 
trait of national security gone 
wrong” by Kennedy Gordon in The 
Sudbury Star, and “.. significant 
impact in raising awareness about 
the internment camps” by John 
Gregorovich in the University of 
Toronto Varsity. 

Luhovy, who is a member of the 
Canadian Film and Television Acad- 
emy, is currently working on two new 
documentaries dealing with 20" cen- 
tury history and based on first hand 
survivors stories that have been al- 
most forgotten and never yet filmed. 

The internment documentary, 
Freedom Had A Price, is available 
to anyone interested in the history 
of Ukrainians and may be obtained 
on VHS or now, DVD format by 
writing to La Maison de Montage 
Luhovy Inc, 2330 Beaconsfield Av- 
enue, Montreal, Quebec, H4A 2G8, 
contacting mmlinc@hotmail.com or 
telephoning (514) 481-5871. The 
French and Ukrainian-language ver- 
sions of the documentary are still in 
the completion stage awaiting funds. 


Former Prime Minister Paul Mar tin holds a VHS copy of ' рані Had 
a Price”. 


emony held in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Beverly Hilton Hotel. Three 
Ukrainians, Kokush, Yuriy 
РороузКу and Oleksiy Zolotaroy, 
received Scientific and Engineering 
Awards for the concept and devel- 
opment of the Gyro-stabilized Cam- 
era Crane and Flight Head. 

On presenting the Award, the 
evening’s host, actor Rachel 
McAdams, suggested that the de- 
vice, frequently mislabeled as “the 
Russian Arm”, should really be 
called “the Ukrainian Crane”, a 
comment that drew applause from 
the audience. Kokush began devel- 
oping gyro-stabilized camera cranes 
and flight heads as a young engineer 
in Kyiv in the 70’s. Filmotechnic’s 
leading edge technology, now used 
on virtually all major Hollywood 
productions, is considered the Rolls 
Royce of the business. 

Kokush also received a second 
Scientific and Engineering Award 
for the concept and development of 
the Cascade Series of Motion Pic- 
ture Cranes. The lightweight struc- 
ture of the Cascade and the Travel- 
ing Cascade Cranes allows filmmak- 
ers to reach heights of up to 70 feet, 


TOURS TO 


making possible otherwise impos- 
sible shots. 

With these new developments, 
Kokush has kept Filmotechnic a step 
ahead and a head above the inevi- 
table copycats. Despite rich and 
tempting offers to move his business 
elsewhere, Kokush refuses to leave 
Ukraine and his beloved Kyiv. 

Kokush’s “Ukrainian Cranes” 
were the first to bridge the Atlantic 
to bring the modern Ukrainian film 
industry to Hollywood. Now Am- 
bassador Shamshur has extended 
Ukraine’s hand to Hollywood and 
opened the door for Hollywood and 
the Ukrainian film and television in- 
dustries to join forces to serve and 
develop the Ukrainian market, with 
both Ukrainian and English lan- 
guage films and programs. 

Ambassador Shamshur’s visit cel- 
ebrated Ukraine’s Scientific and 
Technical Awards and focused the 
spotlight on future Ukrainian 
achievements in the world film in- 
dustry. Summing up the experience, 
the Ambassador said, “I look for- 
ward to the day when I return to 
Hollywood to applaud Ukrainian 
winners at the Oscars.” 


UKRAINE 


For a 16-day ALL-INCLUSIVE adventure 


from Kyiv to Lviv through the Carpathians, Hutsulschyna, 
Bukovyna, Halychyna and sites in between, 
join a group of 20 with Peter Drosdowech 


May 15 Tour is sold out 


June 26 or August 7: $3,995.00 Dowble occupancy 
September 11: $3,795.00 Double occupancy 


Prices from Winnipeg - adjusted for other airports 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 OR <ToursToUkraine @mts.net> 
Website: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 
Tours To Ukraine is a division of Ukraine Ventures Ltd. 
and is affiliated with Terri’s Travel International. 


e Our students achieve academic 
excellence in all subject areas! 


e Our students develop multilingual 


language skills in English, 
Ukrainian and French! 


e Our students explore the 
richness of Ukrainian culture! 


e Our students will be positioned 


for success in the global 


community of the 21st century! 


Transportation available! 


OPEN HOUSES 


Delwood School (K-6) 
April 6 at 7 p.m. 

7315 Delwood Road 
Ph: 476-3969 


Holyrood School (K-6) 
Kindergarten Orientation 
April 5 at 7 p.m. 

Open House April 6 

from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

7920 - 94 Avenue 

Ph: 466-2292 


Balwin School (7-9) 
March 22 at 7 p.m. 
7055-132 Avenue 
Ph: 475-3646 


М.Е. LaZerte 

High School (10-12) 
Call 408-9800 for info. 
6804-144 Avenue 


REGISTER NOW! 


4 The Ukrainian International Bilingual Program is open 
to all students. No previous knowledge of Ukrainian й 
is required for kindergarten or Grade 1 entry. 


єв EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Superb Results от all students 


12. 


ЗАПРОШЕННЯ до НАУКИ! рявесіті це оголошення щоб 
дістати одну лекцію безкоштовно! Cultural Connections Institute 
запрошує Вас вчитися англійської мови в нашим центрі науки для 
дорослих. Оферуємо найкращі лекції англійської мови за 
найращими цінами в Едмонтоні від початкових до заавансованих 
курсів, вигідне розміщення в центрі міста, малі кляси й 
професіональні, тут-роджені, англомовні вчителі. Просимо дзвонити 
944-0792 або запрошуємо до вебсторінки www.cci-lex.ca за 
більшими інформаціями. Ми поможемо Вам вибрати курс який Ви 
потрібуєте щоб покращити знання англійської мови - гарантуємо! 


Як я можу 
Вам допомогти? 


Thomas А. Lukaszuk, MLA 

Edmonton Castle Downs 

Constituency Office, 12120 - 161 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5X 5М8 

Phone 780 414-0705 Fax 780 414-0707 
mbly.ab.. 


www.thomasmila.com ’ 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
апинпиниониониовиоювиоюиоювоноюоноюовоюоюой 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Did you know that CIUS awards over $100,000 
annually in grants and scholarships? Support 
Ukrainian studies by becoming a donor 
to the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом KIYCy 


: 


LAWYERS 
BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 

13723 - 93 Street. Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 

Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 

Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


CIUS, 450 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www:cius.ca 


АДВОКАТИ 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
QHEHTUCTHU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 
чне О У 4 с 
Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko FIOLYK Б 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, АВ TSH 013 


(780) 420- == 10 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 


Frank А. Holyk - Denturist 
12123 -54 Street 
Edmonton, АВ T5W 3N4 


Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, March 8 - 21, 2006, 8 - 21 березня, 2006 


Життєдіяльність Митрополита Іларіона 
досліджується науковцем з з України 


(KIYC)—3 18 вересня до 16 листопада 2005 р. у 
Канаді проводила наукові дослідження стипендіятка 
Меморіяльного фонду ім. Івана Коляски Ірина Тюр- 
менко -- доктор історичних наук, професор Націо- 
нального університету харчових технологій (Київ). 
Стипендія ім. Коляски, виділена Канадським інститу- 
том українських студій (КТУС) при Альбертському 
університеті дала можливість проф. Тюрменко про- 
вести дослідження й опрацювати документи канад- 
ських архівів, що стосувались життєдіяльності Івана 
Огієнка (Митрополита Іларіона) та української еміг- 
рації в Канаді. У рамках свого дослідження проф. 
Тюрменко працювала в архівах Української Право- 
славної Церкви в Канаді (м. Вінніпег), архівних фон- 
дах Осередку української культури і освіти (Вінніпег) 
та Манітобського університету, а також в українських 
фондах Національного архіву Канади (Оттава). 

Зачас свого перебування проф. Тюрменко уточнила 
та доповнила біографічні дані Владики, чому сприяла, 
до великої міри, збірка документів, що віддзеркалює 
його особисте життя. Листування Митрополита 
Іларіона пролило світло на широке коло наукових, 
службових та особистих контактів Владики. Най- 
більше наукове зацікавлення викликало листування з 
JI. Білецьким, Б. Боцюрковим, М. Вєтуховим, В. 
Доманицьким, Д. i В. Дорошенками, A. Келером, I. 
Коровицьким, С. Килимником, П. Ковалівим, П. 
Маценко, Наталеною-Королевою, Н. Полонською- 
Василенко, O. Оглоблиним, М. Рудницькою, Яр. 
Рудницьким, Ю. Русовим, Мих. Стечишиним та ін. 

Стипендіятка відзначила унікальність збірки 


документів архіву Української Православної Церкви 


в Канаді, яка відображає ролю I. Огієнка в Укра- 
їнській революції 1917—1920 рр., у створенні Ykpa— 
їнської Православної Церкви в Польщі, його діяль - 
ність як Митрополита Холмсько-Підляської епархії 
та Першоієрарха Української Греко-Православної 
Церкви в Канаді. Зокрема, важливою з огляду на 
досліджувану тему була, на її думку, збірка докумен- 
тів, яка розкриває ролю Митрополита Іларіона в 
розширенні та пожвавленні національно-культурного 
життя українців Канади, зміцненні та збереженні 
їхньої національної ідентичности у повоєнний період. 

Для вивчення політичного й соціяльного тла жи- 
ттєдіяльности Митрополита Іларіона прислужились 
фонди архіву Осередку української культури й ос- 
віти. Проф. Тюрменко мала змогу вивчити матеріяли 
фондів про життя української еміграції в Канаді, які 
також висвітлюють проблему переміщених осіб. Це 
фонди Є. Коновальця, О. Кошиця, Українського 
центрального допомогового бюро в Канаді (1945— 
1950), Д. Лобая, Д. Гуменної та ін. 

В архівах славістичного відділу бібліотеки Мані- 
тобського університету вивчались матеріали фонду 
Я. Рудницького, які стосуються створення славіс- 
тичного відділу в Манітобському університеті, де 
свого часу викладав і Митрополит Іларіон. 

У Національному архіві Канади дослідниця вив- 
чила листи Митрополита Іларіона у фондах О. Вой- 
ценко, В. Кубійовича, Я. Рудницького, а також опра- 
цювала листування Д. Донцова з В. Дорошенком, 
Є. Маланюком, У. Самчуком, О. Оглоблиним, М. 
Мирошником, IT. Таланом, Ю. Русовим Ta iH. і з'ясу- 
вала погляди Д. Донцова на проблеми українського 
національного руху в повоєнний час. Особливого 
наукового значення, на думку проф. Тюрменко, 
набуває листування О. Оглоблина і В. Кубійовича, 
в якому прослідковується історія створення Енци- 
клопедії українознавства та з'ясовані концептуальні 
підходи двох вчених до відображення проблем 
української історії, культури тощо. 

Меморіяльна стипендія ім. Івана Коляски уможли- 
вила вивчення документального матеріялу в канад- 
ських архівах i допомогла поглибити уяву про 
особистість Митрополита Іларіона та зібрати ма- 
теріял для написання наукових статей про Владику. 
Окрім того, дослідження у Канаді дало можливість 
стипендіятці ознайомитись зі структурою та орга- 
нізацією архівної справи в Канаді 1 глибше зану- 
ритись у всебічне дослідження таких маловивчених 
наукових проблем, як «ДІ-Пісти», або трагедія 
українських переміщених осіб, українська наукова 
еміграція в повоєнний період ХХ ст., Наталена- 
Королева в культурному житті України, Митро- 
полит Іларіон та Олександер Оглоблин: грані науко- 
вого співробітництва та історичні долі тощо. 

Під час свого перебування в Канаді проф. Тюрмен- 
ко взяла участь у різних академічних і громадських 
заходах, зробила низку доповідей перед українською 
громадою та студентством. 16 листопада вона вис- 
тупила перед громадою Всеканадської Української 
Митрополичої Катедри Св. Тройці з лекцією «Дер- 
жавницькі погляди Івана Огієнка -- Митрополита 
Іларіона в контексті актуальних проблем розбудови 
Української держави», а також -- на засіданні 
УВАН (м. Вінніпег) з темою: «Архітектура україн- 


Ірина Тюрменко 


ського барокко (друга половина ХУП- XVIII ст.)». 
17 жовтня вона провела три навчальні лекції для 
студентів Гуманітарного факультету Манітобського 
університету з таких тем: 1) Феномен українського 
барокко; 2) Українська культура на перетині скито- 
сарматського та античного світів; 3) Запровадження 
християнства в Київській Русі та його особливості. 
28 жовтня вона виступила з лекцією «Гетьманська 
Україна в середині XVII - XVIII cr» перед членами 
Спілки українських студентів. Окрім того, 15 жовт- 
ня вона відвідала Рідну школу читальні «Просвіта» 
у Вінніпезі, де мала зустріч і розмову з учнями та 
педагогічним колективом. 

Як наслідок свого наукового перебування у Канаді, 
проф Тюрменко відзначила факт підвищення фахового 
рівня. Її зацікавили досвід організації навчального 
процесу в Манітобському університеті та в Колегії Св. 
Андрея (м. Вінніпег), зокрема досвід проведення 
кредитно-модульної системи, структура та зміст нав- 
чальних програм, форми організації навчальних за- 
нять, безпосереднє спілкування зі студентством. Також 
викликала в неї зацікавленість система організації та 
функціонування студентських бібліотек, безпосередня 
збірка славістичного відділу бібліотеки Манітобського 
університету та книгозбірня Митрополита Іларіона, 
що міститься в Колегії Св. Андрея. 

З глибокою вдячністю проф. Тюрменко згадувала 

науковців та окремих представників української 
громади, які надали їй допомогу в організації побуту, 
у встановленні наукових та громадських контактів, 
зокрема, таких осіб, як проф. Роман Єренюк (Він- 
Hiner), о. Ігор Охримчук (Оттава), о. Ігор Куташ 
(Монреаль), Консисторії Української Православної 
Церкви, Товариства «Волинь» та багато інших. Hac— 
лідком таких наукових зустрічей став обмін думками 
з приводу проведення в Україні у 2007 р. спільної 
українсько-канадської конференції, присвяченої 
125-річчю з дня народження Івана Огієнка, та перс-- 
пектив і практичного досвіду викладання історії 
України, української мови та культури в універ- 
ситетах Канади і України. Плідними з огляду на збір 
інформаційного матеріялу і спогадів про життя 
Митрополита Іларіона в Канаді та створення його 
«живого образу» стали зустрічі з церковними 
діячами, які безпосередньо працювали 1 особисто 
знали Владику Іларіона. Духовну опіку, практичну 
допомогу і сприяння в дослідницькій праці надав 
Голова Консисторії Української Православної Цер-- 
квио. Богдан Гладьо. Цікавий обмін думками та нау-- 
кові дискусії з різноманітних проблем історії Укра-- 
їнської Православної Церкви в Україні i Канаді po3— 
горнулися з проф. T. Міненком, який також пода-- 
рував у користування унікальні документи із влас-- 
ного архіву. З'ясувати та уточнити певні факти біо-- 
графічного характеру з життя Митрополита Inapi— 
она допоміг проф. С. Ярмусь; цікаві спогади щодо 
встановлення пам'ятника Митрополиту Іларіону 
пригадав отець Д. Лучак; «розшифрувати» фото-- 
графії з фонду Митрополита Іларіона допомагали 
архіваріус В. Сеньчук, J]. Нетипчук. Отець I. Куташ 
допоміг віднайти могилу доньки Владики Іларіона 
— Лариси, яка похована в Монреалі. 

Наслідком зустрічей з відомою іконописецею 
Вірою Лазарович-Сеньчук та Головою УВАН, apxi— 
тектором В. Дейнекою став збір необхідного ілюс-- 
тративного i фактологічного матеріялу про мис-- 
тецьке життя Вінніпегу для доповнення розділу 
«Культура української діаспори» в навчальному 
посібнику «Культурологія: теорія та історія куль-- 
тури» (за ред. проф. І. I. Тюрменко), Київ, 2005 р. 

Плідними були зустрічі з членами Товариства 
«Волинь», з якими були обговорені організаційні 
питання стосовно комплектування українських біблі- 
отечних фондів книжками, виданими Товариством 
«Волинь», розроблений плян заходів щодо написання 
історії Товариства «Волинь». Перший комплект 
книжок Митрополита Іларіона, виданих Товариством 
«Волинь», вже підготовлений для передачі до Націо- 
нальної парляментської бібліотеки України. 
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Fr. Нираїо elected administrator | UGC concerned about 
of Edmonton Eparchy 


(UkrNews/UCCC)— Very Rev. Michael Kowalchyk, 
Chancellor of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy (Dio- 
cese) announced on March 1 that the Consultors of the 
Eparchy elected Very Rev. William Hupalo Adminis- 
trator of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 
on Feb. 13. 

The Eparchial See became vacant upon the enthrone- 
ment of Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak, as Archbishop 
of Winnipeg and Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics 
in Canada on Feb. 11. 

“He is a man of many talents and many capabilities 
and I’m sure he’ll do a wonderful job,” said Metro- 
politan Lawrence of Fr. Hupalo. 

At the time of his election Fr. Hupalo, was serving 
as pastor of the parishes of Holy Eucharist in Edmonton 
and St. Sophia in Sherwood Park, Alta. 

He will continue to serve as pastor of these two par- 
ishes in addition to his duties as administrator and vicar 
general of the Eparchy. 

“Tt’s a heavier load, naturally, but it’s something I 
can take day by day,” he said. 

This is the third time Fr. Hupalo has been called upon 
to serve as administrator of the Eparchy. 

The first time was in July, 1990 after Bishop 
Demetrius Greschuk passed away. He served for 18 
months until the appointment of Bishop Myron Daciuk. 

The second time was after Bishop Daciuk’s death in 
1996, when he served for 13 months until the appoint- 
ment of Bishop Lawrence. 

Fr. Hupalo says this time the Eparchy hopes to have 
a new bishop by December or January. 


The Synod of the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops which 
will be held in Ukraine in September will make rec- 
ommendations to Pope Benedict, but the because the 
bishops will be occupied with other conferences for 
the next two months, the date of the installation will 
have to be delayed 

Until then Fr. Hupalo will be in charge of the day-to- 
day operations of the Eparchy. The powers of an ad- 
ministrator are limited, he noted. 

“We can’t start any new projects or make any major 
decisions,” he told Ukrainian News. 

Fr. Hupalo was born in Bonnyville on April 23, 1943. 
He studied at Glendon School (1949-1961); Propaganda 
Fedei in Rome (1970-1972) and St. Paul University in 
Ottawa, where he received a B.A. degree (1976). Fr. 
Hupalo was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Neil 
Savaryn, OSBM in Glendon, on July 18, 1976. 

In addition the earlier-mentioned positions, he has 
also served as: assistant pastor of St. Josaphat Cathe- 
dral, Edmonton (1976-1984), rector of the Cathedral 
(1984-1985), pastor of St. Stephen’s, Calgary, 1985- 
1990), Pastor of St. Josaphat Cathedral (1992-1996), 
Holy Cross Parish (March-May, 1997), Athabasca Dis- 
trict June-August, 1997), Holy Eucharist Parish (Sept. 
1997-Aug. 1998), pastor of Sts. Borys & Hlib in 
Redwater, with Darling, Eldorena, Radway, Smoky 
Lake, Thorhild, Waskatenau (1998-2000); pastor of As- 
sumption of the BVM Church, Calgary, (2000-2003); 
and Consultor of the Eparchy of Edmonton since March 
3, 1985. 


UOC-KP open to dialogue with UGCC 


(RISU)—In response to the address of Patriarch 
Lubomyr (Husar), head of the Ukrainian Greek Catho- 
lic Church (UGCC) in the name of the Holy Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC requesting to hold dialogue on 
Christian union, Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko), head 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarch- 
ate (UOC-KP), in the name of the Holy Synod of the 
UOC-KP sent a reply to the head of the UGCC, con- 
firming the UOC-KP’s readiness and openness to co- 
operate, reported cerkva.info on March 2. 

According to Patriarch Filaret’s letter, the only pos- 
sible way to the unification of churches is “return to 
the unity of faith between the Christian West and the 


East broken in 1054.” As for the UOC-KP, it will “ad- 
here to the Eastern Orthodox dogmatic and canonical 
tradition.” 

On the occasion of the coming anniversary of the 
events of 1946, when the UGCC was liquidated by the 
Soviet regime, the UOC-KP has condemned the inter- 
ference of the state in church matters. 

According to Patriarch Filaret’s letter, “the revival 
of brotherly feelings between Orthodox and Greek 
Catholics is possible on the basis of Christian love. Such 
love, strengthened with actions, can further the union 
of Orthodox Rus and Greek Catholic Rus which Met- 
ropolitan Petro Mohyla and Metropolitan Yosyf Rutskyi 
had high hopes for.” 


UOC-KP Synod 


opposes Church 


involvement in Ukraine’s elections 


(RISU)—The Holy Synod of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) has af- 
firmed that the UOC-KP does not want the church to 
be involved in Ukraine’s March 26 parliamentary elec- 
tion or to heat up religious disputes. These and other 
issues were discussed at a session of the synod held in 
Kyiv Feb. 28-March 1. 

The synod listened to reports from hierarchs about 
the life of certain eparchies of the UOC-KP, made new 
appointments, defined the position of non-interference 
of the UOC-KP in the election campaign, and called 
upon the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patri- 
archate not to allow the church to be involved in politi- 
cal campaigning. 

7 Аз some representatives of the СОСІ-МРІ. .. in par- 


ticular in Crimea. Donetsk, Transcarpathia, 
Zaporizhzhia, Odesa and other regions, are heating up 
animosity against the Kyivan Patriarchate during the 
election campaign... the Synod has decided to approve 
an address to the hierarchs of the UOC[-MP] with the 
call not to allow the church to be dragged into political 
campaigning and not to break civil laws or church can- 
ons and regulations,” reads the announcement of the 
synod. 

Since Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has 
proclaimed 2006 to be the Year of Children, the synod 
has asked the faithful to pray for orphans and called 
upon all Orthodox Christians of Ukraine to support the 
initiatives of the president and government in solving 
social problems. 


ОСС head addresses Orthodox 
hierarchs on Lviv pseudosobor 


(RISU)— Patriarch Lubomyr (Husar), head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), has ad- 
dressed the Orthodox hierarchs in Ukraine before the 
commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the 
pseudosobor (assembly) in western Ukrainian Lviv, 
when the UGCC was liquidated under Stalin’s pres- 
sure. The announcement was made at a press confer- 
ence in Lviv on March 2. 

“We have addressed our brothers, the hierarchs of the 
Orthodox church in Ukraine, as we felt this had to be 
done,” said Patriarch Lubomyr. “We addressed them in 
a brotherly way, without judging them. We will see what 
their reactions will be,” said the head of the UGCC. 


Patriarch Lubomyr said the address will not be made 
public, as the church wants to leave the Orthodox bish- 
ops with full freedom to receive it, in particular to re- 
act independently to the events that took place 60 years 
ago, when the UGCC was liquidated under the pres- 
sure of Moscow on 8 March 1946. Priests were either 
exiled or forced to convert to the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the patriarch said. 

A message to the faithful of the UGCC and all people 
of good will regarding the Lviv Pseudosobor will soon 
be released. According to the head of the UGCC, this 
document will help to assess properly the events be- 
fore, during and after the “sobor.” 


sacred monuments 


(RISU)—Archbishop Thor Vozniak of Lviv of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (UGCC) has issued a decree on the preservation of sa- 
cred monuments. The heritage of the UGCC consists of many churches, 
monasteries and other valuable buildings and monuments which are pro- 
tected by the state. 

The document was issued on the basis of the decree of the Ukrainian 
Parliament “On informing Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers about the cur- 
rent situation and prospects for protection of the cultural heritage of 
Ukraine, as well as historical and cultural monuments of the Ukrainian 
people abroad,” as the press service of the UGCC reported on March 1. 

The archbishop’s decree emphasizes the need to provide the church’s 
Sacred Art Committee with the construction plans of churches and chap- 
els and documents confirming the property rights or the right to use of 
sacred constructions and their surrounding area. 

The syncellus (chancellor), the ekonom (treasurer), and the Sacred Arts 
Committee will be responsible for the execution of this decree and for 
helping the communities. 


Tarasiuk says Constantinople Patriarch 
wants Ukrainian Orthodox united 


(RISU)— Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople is concerned about 
the schism between the Orthodox faithful in Ukraine and is working for 
the union of the Ukrainian Orthodox church. Borys Tarasiuk, Ukraine’s 
minister of foreign affairs, said this to journalists after meeting with the 
patriarch, reported cerkva.info on March 2. 

According to Tarasiuk, Patriarch Bartholomew authorized him to co- 
ordinate relationships between the Orthodox churches. Tarasiuk himself 
emphasized that he expects that the Orthodox faithful and their leaders in 
Ukraine and Russia will solve these problems by themselves. 
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[ (ii fA SKY, Kyiv into EuroCup Final Four 


- FIBA)—BC Kyiv clinched thei i i 
Creative Images tor ( ) yiv clinched their spot in the Final 


ж Four of the EuroCup with а 71-64 victory over 
Advertising, Presentations and RheinEnergie K6ln in the game three decider, in Kyiv 
Publications 


March 1. 
The Germans appeared to be on course for a victory 
14 Warrender Avenue, Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada M9B 522 
email: Ltaske1636@rogers.com (416) 233-2323 


when they took the first quarter 15-9 and they also edged 
the second 19-15 to boost their lead to double digits. 

However, Kyiv rallied strongly to win the third quar- 
D || ter 18-11 and cut the deficit to three points and then 

Е | | dominated the fourth which they took 29-19. 
І М А GE У 6 7 LS = N СТ І ON Afik Nissim, Goran Nikolic, LaMarr Greer all posted 
з сроаю МА Шшкасога 11 points for the victors while Guilherme Giovannoni 
and Dragan Lukovski managed 10 apiece. 

Giovannoni further contributed to his team’s win with 
eight boards. 

Immanuel McElroy managed 17 points and seven 
rebounds in a losing cause for the German team but 
Michael Hakim Jordan, with 15, was the only other 
player to manage double digits for Cologne. 

In the final four, Kyiv will tackle ОКУ Joventut of 
Spain. 

Last season the Ukrainian club lost to Dynamo St 
(780) 424 - 3797 || Petersburg in the final of the competition then known 
as the FIBA Europe League. 

Feb. 24 RheinEnergie survived a furious fourth-quar- 
ter comeback by BC Kyiv in Germany to force a de- 
ciding third game in their EuroCup quarter-final tie. 

Hugely disappointed with their 87-85 overtime de- 
feat three days earlier in Ukraine, RheinEnergie meant 
business from the opening tip. They ended up leading 
from start to finish and prevailing 69-62 with Michael 


Hakim Jordan leading the team in scoring with 21 
points. Kyiv’s LaMarr Greer 
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Sasa Obradovic’s team looked awesome at times and апа Kresimir Loncar. 
when Jordan made a lay-up 12 seconds into the fourth When Loncar fed Greer and the American went up 
quarter to take his points tally to 18 and give for a dunk with 4:36 remaining, RheinEnergie’s lead 

PRICES: RheinEnergie a 61-42 advantage, victory looked se- had been cut to just 62-59. 

In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) SHES | Which player would most coaches like to have in 

2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) But this is the EuroCup, and the opponents were BC their team when the game is on the line? 
In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars Kyiv who have plenty of talent and experience. Yep, you guessed it — Michael Jordan. 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. Scoring points ina hurry is nota problem for Renato _ RheinEnergie’s Jordan, however, has the middle 
Pasquali’s men, who immediately went on a 17-1 гипо name Hakim and not Jeffrey like the NBA legend. 
over the next five minutes, including back-to-back Nevertheless, he has been playing like His Airness 
three-point plays in the middle of the surge by Greer of Jate, and he did so when burying a three-pointer right 
after Greer’s dunk to reclaim a 65-59 lead. 

Kyiv then did what experienced teams should not 
— they failed to beat the 24-second shot clock and 
turned the ball over. 

With that, the game then slipped into a few minutes 
of turnovers and bad shooting from both sides which, 
unfortunately for Kyiv, meant the end for their chances 
on the night. 

Greer turned the ball over, only for RheinEnergie to 
fail to get a shot off in time, and then Greer missed a 
lay-up. 

Another turnover by Aleksandar Nadjfeji gave the 
ball back to Kyiv but their veteran Dragan Lukovski 
missed consecutive attempts from the are and Loncar 
was off target with a lay-up. 

Immanuel McElroy made a pair of free throws with 
just over a minute to play and RheinEnergie rode out 
the storm. 

Feb. 21 LaMarr Greer’s two free throws at the end 
of overtime secured the 87-85 win for BC Kyiv, who 
blew an eight-point lead at the start of the fourth quar- 
ter with Jordan’s late basket forcing overtime. 

RheinEnergie then had possession at the end of the 
extra period with a chance to win but missed from three- 
point range and Greer grabbed the rebound. 
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The officials then called a foul on the visitors, let- 
ting Greer — one of the best shooters in the EuroCup 
PHOTO — FIBA — go to the line and seal the victory. 
Кбіп я Michael Hakim Jordan Jordan led all scorers with 30 points on 11 of 21 
shooting, including six of 15 from three-point range. 
D McElroy also had 14 points and nine rebounds. 
упато SWOOD Greer scored 20 points, most of them at the line where 
: he sank 10 of 12 for the night. The former Florida State 
2 University star was four of 14 from the field and two 
for Georgian duo of seven from behind the arc. 

Loncar also had a big game at the line, making nine 
(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv have reinforced their of 10 and finishing with 17 points. He also had 11 re- 

squad with two Georgian Under-21 internationals — >0unds in the contest. 

Otar Martsvaladze and Kakhaber Aladashvili. 
Watch us on the WEB ! Striker Martsvaladze, 21, joins from FC WIT Geor- Dynamo stretch lead 
TAWAVAlaliele|.¢s<Mee)pgM | cia ona five-year contract, with defender Aladashvili, a ae at anaes 

- і ті і a urosport)Sergey Rebroy was on target as Dynamo 
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ey ee aus a ae a quick ane ЗТ at Ilitchivets Mariupol after champions and closest 
TONES SSIS) feaeue stop. Stak п Ба rivals Shakhtar Donetsk were held to а 1-1 home draw 
71 could score dozens of goals in Georgia but still not by struggling Tavriya Symferopol, March 5. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ: 


grow as a player’. 

Aladashvili, who has been capped once by his coun- 
try at senior level, played for FC Gorda 2000 Rustavi, 
FC Sioni Bolnisi and FC Spartaki Tbilisi before mov- 
ing to Dinamo. The 22-year-old midfielder Taras 
Mikhalik from FC Zakarpattya Uzhhorod is another 
addition to the Dynamo ranks. 


Diogo Rincon converted a first minute penalty with 
Rebroy striking shortly after the hour to keep Dynamo 
in the driving seat. 

Maruisz Lewandowski pounced to salvage a draw 
for Shakhtar in the 79th minute after Tavriya goal- 
keeper Sasa Todic parried Evaverson Brandao’s pen- 
alty kick. 
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Poland, Ukraine 
OK energy security plan 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Poland and Ukraine on Feb. 
28 signed an agreement seeking to step up cooperation 
in the energy sector and to improve security of energy 
supplies in the region, officials said. 

The agreement, signed after talks between Polish 
President Lech Kaczynski and his Ukrainian counter- 
part Viktor Yushchenko in Kyiv, highlights concerns 
that both countries rely too heavily on natural gas im- 
ports from Russia. 

“We need a new concept of energy security that 
would meet collective interests as well as national in- 
terests of Ukraine and Poland,” Yushchenko said at a 
press conference after the talks. 

The talks underscore an emerging shift in energy 
policy in the Central and Eastern Europe after the re- 
gion has appeared to be vulnerable to Russia’s move to 
suspend natural gas supplies in January. 

Eight Central European countries, such as Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Romania, Hungary and Austria, 
but also four countries of GUAM group, Ukraine, Geor- 
gia, Moldova and Azerbaijan, have been recently seek- 
ing to get alternative to Russia’s gas supplies. 

The cooperation between Ukraine and Poland, the 
two biggest nations in the region operating gas pipe- 
lines that move most of the Russian gas shipments to 
Europe, is crucial for the energy security, analysts said. 

Poland and Ukraine will probably seek to provide 
capacity in their gas pipeline systems for alternative 


gas supplies, probably from Turkmenistan and Central 
Asia, to markets Europe, analysts said. 

The project puts Poland and Ukraine directly against 
Russia, which has been desperately seeking to main- 
tain its monopoly on energy supplies in the region, ana- 
lysts said. 

The developments underscore concerns within Eu- 
rope that Russia may be using its energy monopoly for 
putting political and economic pressure against its ri- 
vals to promote its foreign policy interests. 

Another project promoted by Ukraine and Poland is 
building an oil pipeline between Brody of Ukraine and 
Plock of Poland, linking Odesa-Brody oil pipeline with 
Plock-Gdansk pipeline. 

The $500 min project would arrange supplies of 
Caspian Sea crude via Ukraine to Central and North- 
ern Europe, undercutting Russian oil supply monopoly 
in the region. 

“The Odesa-Brody-Plock-Gdansk project may be one 
of the most interesting projects for European whole- 
sale crude oil market,” Yushchenko said. 

Kazakhstan, one of the major Caspian oil producers, 
has been already working jointly with Ukraine to build 
oil pipeline capacities near Odesa that would enable 
shipments of Caspian crude via Odesa-Brody. 


Energy-efficiency investment to 
grow in Eastern Europe, CIS 


By Nikola Krastev 

(RFE/RL)— With only 6 percent of the world’s popu- 
lation, Eastern Europe and the CIS produce some 12 
percent of the world’s greenhouse gases. 

However, since the 1990s, the region’s carbon emis- 
sions have decreased. According to a recent UN re- 
port, energy-efficiency investments in Belarus, Bul- 
garia, Kazakhstan, Russia, and Ukraine have had a 
positive effect. 

But the report warns that more must be done to con- 
vince investors that energy-efficiency projects are a 
viable — and profitable — option. 

The report says that local banks in Eastern Europe 
and the CIS are still unfamiliar with project-financing 
techniques and are reluctant to provide financing for 
progressive energy projects, which they consider to 
be high risk. 

Investors could be missing out. Economic output in 
Eastern Europe and the CIS is growing between 5 and 
12 percent annually and foreign direct investment is 
likely to increase. According to the report, such en- 
ergy projects, with a payback period of less than five 
years, could yield between $5 billion and $10 billion. 

Gianluca Sambucini, who is the author of the UN- 
sponsored report, tells RFE/RL this investment vol- 
ume is so large that the private sector needs to partici- 
pate in financing such projects. 

“More and more we can prove for various reasons, 
including the fact that through the different crises with 
increase in price of oil and gas, even the energy-sav- 
ing projects and those that are more focused on devel- 
oping renewable sources of energy, are more and more 
attractive from the investment point of view and there- 
fore also attractive to the private sector,” Sambucini 
says. й 

In the past, Sambucini says, activities and projects 
related to the reduction of greenhouse-gas emissions 
were not considered attractive by private investors in 
Eastern Europe and the CIS. Most of these projects 
were financed by the state or with grants from inter- 
national organizations. 

But with global oil and gas prices hitting new highs, 
the situation is poised for change, he says, and an in- 
creasing number of private investors in the region are 
beginning to show keen interest in environmental 
projects. 

“We’ve been trying among the different activities: 
the technical assistance to promote the reforms, the 
normative framework, the capacity in the countries to 
promote these cases,” Sambucini says. “We tried also 
to identify a kind of portfolio of investment projects 
and facilitate the access to finances for those that were 
considered bankable by investors.” 

What they are trying to do, Sambucini says, is to 
engage both the public and the private sectors and to 
encourage them to cooperate. 


“The inefficient and polluting energy systems in 
Eastern Europe and CIS are glaring economical and 
environmental problems interwoven with promising 
opportunities for reducing global greenhouse gas emis- 
sions,’ Sambucini says. “Eastern European economies 
suffered from low productivity and living standards 
associated with inefficient energy use long before cen- 
tral planning came to an end.” 

In all of these countries carbon emissions have de- 
creased since the 1990s because of the introduction of 
newer technologies. However, experts are concerned 
that without improving the technology for energy ef- 
ficiency and boosting investments, this fall in emis- 
sions could stop or even reverse. 

Zdravko Сепсреу is the vice chairman of the Steer- 
ing Committee of the United Nations’ Energy Effi- 
ciency 21 project. 

He says that when identifying potential locations for 
implementation of energy-efficiency projects they are 
looking for a “critical mass” — projects where the ef- 
ficiency will be visibly noticeable, for instance street 
lighting, or lighting in hospitals and schools, or devel- 
opment of more efficient urban heating systems. 

Local experts in these countries, he says, have to 
learn the basics of identification, initiation, and financ- 
ing of such energy-saving projects. 

There have been some moderate success stories. In 
Ukraine, Genchev says, an energy-services company 
was set up in the city of Rivne in November 2003. 

“Tn Ukraine, for instance, with the participation of 
the European Bank [for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment] a company for energy services was established 
called ESCO,” Genchev says. “The company is partly 
government-owned, but this is a unique company and 
it is one of the [major] drivers for energy efficiency in 
Ukraine.” 

ESCO’s project strategy is to promote municipal en- 
ergy efficiency in Ukraine through its pilot project in 
Rivne. Those in charge of the project hope other towns 
and cities will follow Rivne’s lead. 

It is Russia, Genchev says, that is undoubtedly the 
leader among the five countries dealt with in the re- 
port — not only in terms of project size but also in 
project implementation. The state is still heavily in- 
volved in such projects in Russia, he says, but there is 
large foreign investment too. 

“They [the Russians] developed very well the idea 
for experimental energy-efficiency centers in Russia,” 
Genchev says. “There are more than 10 energy-effi- 
ciency centers in Russia and some of them are huge, 
there is a succession of projects in each such center. In 
this regard, the Russians pulled ahead very persua- 
sively.” 

The World Bank and other investors, the report says, 
have approved financing for 18 projects in Belarus, Bul- 
garia, Russia, and Ukraine for a total of $14.9 million. 
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Ukraine investigates 
oil, gas licenses 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are investi- 
gating a massive scheme when hundreds of oil and gas extraction licenses 
have been apparently illegally issued weeks before President Leonid 
Kuchma had stepped down. 

The Prosecutor General Office said Feb. 27 it opened more than 200 
criminal investigations over the past two months, suspecting about 600 
bureaucrats have abused power while issuing the licenses. 

The details of the investigations were released days after the National 
Resources and Environment Ministry had canceled 611 oil and gas li- 
censes and said it will have to check others before taking action. 

Most of the cancelled licenses have been quietly issued in November 
and December 2004 apparently to Kuchma loyalists when millions of 
people had taken to the streets in protest of sweeping election fraud. The 
protests, known as the Orange Revolution, helped opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko to win the presidency and to replace Kuchma on the post in 
January 2005. 

“These licenses have been cancelled,” Pavlo Ihnatenko, the natural re- 
sources and environment minister, said Feb. 27, according to Kommersant 
daily. “Others are yet to be reviewed by a special commission.” 

The illegal issue of licenses, apparently to well-connected business- 
men, has been in a focus of the government for most of the past year, but 
little progress had so far been made to return the licenses to the state. 

Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov on Feb. 25 sharply criticized undis- 
closed ministers for little action and ordered to speed up the review of the 
licenses. 

The businessmen apparently lacked cash to invest in the development 
of the oil and gas fields and that had left the fields undeveloped for the 
past 12 months, analysts said. 

The issue looms large as Ukraine is desperate to boost domestic gas 
extraction in anticipation of gas import disruptions next winter amid con- 
tinued gas price disputes with Russia, according to Yekhanurov. 

Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, said it planned to 
immediately invest about 1 bln hryvnias, or about $200 min, to develop 
the fields that will be returned to the state. 

Yekhanurovy said the returning of oil and gas fields to the state, together 
with development of new fields offshore the Black Sea, would help Ukraine 
to boost gas output by 50% within years to 30 bln cubic meters annually. 


Ukraine, Turkmenistan 
reportedly reach gas deal 


Reports say Ukraine and Turkmenistan have resolved a festering 
gas dispute. 

Turkmenistan had accused Ukraine of owing it US$160 million for gas 
supplies. Oleksiy Ivchenko, the head of Ukraine’s state Naftohaz oil and 
gas company, said earlier this week that Kyiv had no gas debts with 
Turkmenistan. 

ITAR-TASS on Feb. 24 quoted Ukraine’s ambassador to Turkmenistan, 
Viktor Mayko, as saying Ukraine has agreed to a retroactive five-year 
plan to buy Turkmen gas. The agreement covers 2002 to 2006. 

Mayko says Ukraine will purchase some 40 billion cubic meters of 
Turkmen gas in 2006 for up to $60 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

Gas from Turkmenistan is part of a deal reached between Russia на 
Ukraine after Russia suspended gas supplies to Ukraine on Jan. 1. 


Ukraine approves Kyoto steps 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine approved a set of procedures opening way 
for domestic companies to implement projects under the Kyoto Protocol 
that may help the country earn billions of U.S. dollars in revenue. A reso- 
lution, approved by the government Feb. 22, allows domestic companies 
to carry out Joint Implementation Projects, or JIP, helping the companies 
to reduce emissions and to make money in the process. 


Black Sea bids put in 

(Ukrainian Journal)—The world’s major oil companies, including 
ExxonMobil, ChevronTexaco and Shell, submitted bids for a license al- 
lowing exploration and extraction of oil and gas offshore in the Black Sea 
in Ukraine, an industry executive said Feb. 24. Ukraine is accepting bids 
through March 24 to select a company that will invest in the exploration 
in the Black Sea off-shore area near Kerch, according to the Natural Re- 
sources and Environment Ministry. 


Ukraine taps domestic reserves 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Rising prices of crude oil and natural gas on world 
markets have forced Ukraine to reconsider its energy policy in favor of 
boosting domestic extraction, President Viktor Yushchenko said March 4. 
Ukraine has always thought that its oil and gas were too costly to extract 
and thus has been seeking to tap fields overseas, including in Libya or 
Kazakhstan. But Yushchenko’s comment shows the policy may have 
changed. 


Ukraine seeks EU investment 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Energy and Fuel Minister Ivan Plachkov left for 
Brussels on Feb. 27 for meetings with top energy officials at the European 
Commission to promote investments in the country’s power sector, the 
ministry said. Ukraine will seek to attract massive investments in its power 
sector, including nuclear power plants and hydro-power plants, as well as 
power transmission lines to help boost power exports to Europe. 


Opportunity 


of a lifetime 


for Ukrainian volunteers 


By Mike Sadava, Edmonton Journal, 
Sat. Mar.4, 2006 (abridged) 

There’s no guarantee Luba 
Feduschak will see true democracy 
in Ukraine during her lifetime, but 
she is going out of her way to help 
it happen. 

Feduschak is one of the 45 
Albertans traveling to Ukraine as 
observers for the parliamentary elec- 
tion 5 on March 26. This will be her 
third time there in the past 16 
months. She was an observer in both 
run-off presidential elections, the 
first of which was overturned be- 
cause of widespread electoral fraud. 

Coming on the heels of a Cana- 
dian election during which more 
than one-third of the eligible popu- 
lation didn’t bother to vote, it’s dif- 
ficult not to admire the commitment 
of these people. 

Now 65, Feduschak will go 
through a rather gruelling trip and, 
if this election is anything like the 
last one, she could have a 20-hour 
day of sitting in unheated polling 
stations, trying to ensure that ballot 
boxes are correctly placed and bal- 
lots are accurately counted. 

She’s not under any illusions that 
Ukraine has been magically trans- 
formed since December 2004. Like 
many people of Ukrainian origin 
and especially people inside the 
country, Feduschak sees the eco- 
nomic situation is not improving, 
and corruption is still rife in Ukraine. 

She is trying to be patient for the 
day when corruption disappears, or 
at least shrinks to a level where it 
isn’t draining the economy. 

“I want to believe they will do it,” 
Feduschak says. “When you talk to 
people over there, on the street and 


the people you get to know, they’re 
not living in a bubble. They know it 
won’t happen overnight, that it could 
take a generation.” 

Natalia Toroshenko, a town coun- 
cillor from Vegreville and commu- 
nications instructor at Lakeland 
College, says she has to do a lot of 
rearranging of her classes to get 
away to Ukraine for two weeks, but 
it will definitely be worth it. 

She followed the events of the 
2004 presidential elections closely, 
but wasn’t able to be there. 

“My heart was there but I couldn’t 
go at that time,” Toroshenko said. 
“Now the opportunity came up, I 
couldn’t not do it.” 

Toroshenko, 49, calls herself a 
“11/2 generation Canadian.” Her 
father was a displaced person who 
arrived in Canada in 1947, and her 
mother was born here two years af- 
ter her parents came here. 

She has been to Ukraine once her- 
self, in 1981 — amemorable trip with 
her mother and grandmother. But she 
knows this time won’t be anything 
like a holiday, although she is opti- 
mistic about the future of Ukraine. 

“They were under another system 
for 100 years, and before that under 
yet another system for hundreds of 
years. A change to democracy is huge. 
It’s not going to happen overnight.” 

All of the volunteers are getting to 
Ukraine out of their own her pock- 
ets, although their needs will be cov- 
ered while they’re in the country. 

Although volunteers still must pay 
their own way over, Feduschak says 
“once your mind is made up, you find 
the dollars to make it happen. 

“It’s an opportunity to be part of 
history. How often do you get an op- 
portunity to do that?” 


10224 - 174 Ave 
=dmonion, Alberta T5X 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


www.tourukraine.com 
Email:rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 
Our August tour to Ukraine is sold out!! 


We have a few seats available for our June tour to Ukraine. 
Our tours are all-inclusive and I am proud to say the best in the industry. I have 
worked hard to make it so. Our tours to Ukraine include all meals, taxes and 
admissions to all special events and attractions. We use air-conditioned hotels, a 
new Mercedes bus, and English speaking guide from beginning to end and all 
tours esccorted by myself (R.J. Tomkins) or Patricia. 
We feature an exclusive visit to a Selo and when we arrive there the entire village 
comes out to greet us, we hand out treats to the chidlren of the village, it's like 
Christmas for them in the summer. Otets Yuri invites us into his 400 year old church 
for a 15 minute service for us and then into his home where we are treated to lunch 
and refreshments. The lunch is prepared by the ladies of the village. We take you to 
a wedding celebration in the Carpathian Mountains, an event you won't soon forget. 
We take you to specialty restaurants and feature entertainment virutally every 
evening. We can also arrange for you to visit relatives or friends while on tour. 
We also specialize in individual travel service to and within Ukraine. We have our 


own staff in Ukraine. 


OTHER TOURS: 


JUNE 8-12, 2006 - Country Music Association Fan Fair in Nashville 
hosted by 790 CFCW's Jackie Rae and Neil Graham. Escorted by 


Patricia. 


OCTOBER - Our annual Country Music Tour to Nashville, Memphis, 
Branson and Dollywood, escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER - Our popular annual Christmas Country 
Tour to Nashville and Branson escorted by Patricia. 


JANUARY 2007 - Panama Canal Cruise aboard a 5 star Celebrity 
Cruise Line ship. Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins and hosted by 790 


CFCW's Dick Bell. 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS. 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm., Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 
Also on the internet Sunday 8-10 pm (MST) 
Go to www.tourukraine.com & click on "Zabava Show" 
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Some of the Alberta observers going to Ukraine. 


Alberta observers travelling to 


Ukraine for p 


(UkrNews/UCC-APC) — Over 
200 people gathered on Feb. 28 at 
St. John’s Cultural Centre in 
Edmonton for an Election Observer 
Fundraising Banquet initiated to 
таї5е awareness for the need to have 
observers for Ukraine’s upcoming 
elections, and to assist with the fund- 
ing of the observers. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress-Alberta Provincial Council 
was successfully involved in the 
Observer Mission to Ukraine for the 
Presidential Election in 2004 which 
was deemed fair and democratic by 
the International Community. Dur- 
ing the 2004 presidential election 
and the Orange Revolution, the con- 
stitution was amended, transferring 
some power from the President to 
the Parliament.Cherefore, the up- 
coming parliamentary elections 
March 26 are just as important if not 
more important for Ukraine to se- 
cure its democratic and free-market 
economic reforms. There is no guar- 
antee that a democratic process will 
automatically extend to the parlia- 
mentary elections, and for this rea- 
son, it is vital that again a signifi- 
cant number of International Ob- 
servers be present,” said Luba 
Boyko-Bell, who MC’d the evening, 
and who herself is travelling to 
Ukraine as an observer, and was 
present as an observer at two of the 
presidential elections in 2004. 

Dave Broda, President, UCC- 
APC, welcomed the gathering and 
Catherine Chichak, Observer 
Project Chair, provided a status re- 
port on the fundraising efforts to 
date. The event included both live 
and silent auctions. 

Special guests included Metro- 
politan John, Archbishop of 
Winnipeg and the Central Diocese 
and Metropolitan of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada; Laurie 
Hawn, MP Edmonton Centre and his 
wife Judy; John Williams, MP St. 
Albert; Lorraine Goldring, wife of 
Peter Goldring, MP, Edmonton East; 
Ed Stelmach, MLA Fort Saskatche- 
wan-Vegreville, Minister of Interna- 
tional and Intergovernmental Rela- 
tions; Gene Zwozdesky, MLA, Mill 
Creek, Minister of Education; Dan 
L. Backs, MLA, Edmonton-Man- 
ning; Kim Krushell, City Council- 
lor Ward 2; Mike Nickel, City Coun- 
cillor Ward 5; Janice Sarich, Trustee 
Ward 2 Edmonton Catholic School 
Board; Terese Szlamp-Fryga, Presi- 
dent, Canadian Polish Congress, 
Alberta Branch. 

The keynote address was given by 
Volodymyr Kulyk, Ph.D., Institute 
of Political and Ethnic Studies, Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, Kyiv; 
Visiting Professor, Stanford Univer- 
sity who spoke on “The 2006 Elec- 
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tions and Ukraine’s Democratic 
Evolution’. 

Dr. Kulyk stated that the upcom- 
ing elections “are vitally important 
for the implementation of demo- 
cratic changes in Ukrainian politics, 
economy and society for which 
people on the Maidan, and those 
who supported them in Ukraine and 
abroad, so greatly hoped.” 

“The composition of the new par- 
liament will determine whether it 
will legislatively support and pro- 
vide political pressure for President 
Yushchenko’s effort to ensure free- 
dom of the press, respect for intel- 
lectual property, and dignity for low- 
income groups of the population; 
create necessary preconditions for 
Ukraine’s admittance to the WTO, 
NATO, and eventually the EU; and 
drastically reduce corruption in gov- 
ernment at all levels. Or whether 
parliament will block most of his re- 
formist initiatives and make him 
spend much of his energy іп а search 
for ways to outmaneuver or simply 
ignore the legislative will, as Mr. 
Kuchma used to do and as Mr. 
Yushchenko himself unfortunately 
has often had to do since assuming 
office,” he added. 

Although the primary winner of 
the parliamentary election is most 
likely to be the opposition, led by 
the former prime minister and presi- 
dential candidate Viktor Yanu- 
kovych, because of the population’s 
frustration with the new executive’s 
failure to keep its promises, it is cru- 
cially important that the government 
not seek to prevent the opposition’s 
success by illegitimate means, said 
Dr. Kulyk. 

“Let the voters in the Donbas get 
their favorites elected to parliament 
and then hold them to account for 
their performance, as voters in 
Halychyna or Kyiv are now hold- 
ing President Yushchenko to ac- 
count.” 

He noted that this election is the 
first in which all members of par- 
liament will be elected by propor- 


arliamentary elections 


tionate vote. 

“There is much hope that this new 
system will promote the strength and 
accountability of the parties, and 
perhaps no less fear that its applica- 
tion will actually contribute to dis- 
crediting the idea of party competi- 
tion. The reason is that the oligarchs 
will buy prominent positions in the 
favorite party lists, and most parties 
will be indistinguishable from one 
another in terms of their electoral 
programs and post-election perfor- 
mance. It is therefore very impor- 
tant that Ukrainians’ first experience 
with the new system be successful 
at least at the election stage, namely 
that parties have equal access to the 
media and equal representation in 
the electoral commissions and that 
none be allowed to use administra- 
tive resources as Yanukovych did in 
the presidential election of 2004 or 
the pro-presidential block Za iedynu 
Ukrainu did in the parliamentary 
election of 2002.” 

Dr. Kulyk told election observers 
that participation in electoral moni- 
toring can provide them with a 
knowledge of Ukrainian society that 
is hard to get by visiting the country 
as tourists or even as relatives of 
people living there and should give 
them optimism regarding the 
country’s future. 

“T hope, you, or those who have 
come thanks to your support, will 
come again to help build that better 
future — as businessmen, consult- 
ants, journalists, teachers, scholars 
or in other roles, and in much greater 
numbers than diaspora Ukrainians 
were willing to come during the 
times of repression and corruption. 
And that I believe, would be what 
your parents and grandparents 
hoped for when they persistently 
kept the community’s attachment to 
Ukraine alive by teaching you the 
language, establishing organizations 
like this one, or pressuring their є0у- 
ernment to promptly recognize 
Ukraine’s independence. Let them 
be proud of you.” 


Journalist’s home 
attacked 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Unknown ar- 
sonists tried to set on fire a house of 
a prominent Crimean journalist 
March 1 after she had printed inves- 
tigative information on candidates 
running for a seat in the local Par- 
liament. Lilia Budzhurova, who 
leads the First Crimean, an indepen- 
dent newspaper, said the arsonists 
sprayed the house with gasoline and 
set the fire, shortly before it was 
extinguished by her family mem- 
bers. 


